
Theseus and the Minotaur 
King Minos of Crete was a powerful man. He had a very powerful army and would threaten other 

countries with going to war if they did not send him riches or other goods when he wanted them. 

 

King Minos had a great palace built for himself. Inside this palace, Minos had built a giant maze, a 

Labyrinth, and, at the centre of the maze, he kept a terrifying creature, - the Minotaur. Now this was 

no ordinary animal; it was a monster, half man and half bull. 

 

It was powerful, and savage and it loved to eat the flesh of the humans who had been shut into the 

labyrinth by King Minos. They would wander through the maze, completely lost, until at last they 

came face to face with the Minotaur. Not a great way to die really. 

 

The country of Athens were getting fed up with his demands especially as Minos demanded that 

every year the King send him seven young men and seven young women which he would then feed 

to the Minotaur. 

 

One day Theseus, the son of Aegeus the King of Athens asked his father, 

"Why do we send these young people to Crete every year, and why is it that none of them ever 

return?" 

 

"Because if we did not send them, Minos would wage war on us and it is a war that we would not 

win," said King Aegeus. "And they do not return because they do not go to Crete as slaves. They go 

as food for the Minotaur." 

 

"Father, this is terrible," shouted Theseus, "we cannot let this go on. We cannot sacrifice any more 

of our young citizens to this tyrant. When it is time to send the next group, I will go as one of them 

and I vow that it is the last time the Minotaur will be fed with the flesh of any of our people." 

 

Try as he might, his father could not persuade him to change his mind. Aegeus reminded him that 

every year, other young men had sworn to slay this terrible beast and they had never been seen 

again. 

 

 

Theseus insisted that he understood the dangers but would succeed. "I will return to you, father," 

cried Theseus, as the ship left the harbour wall, "and you will be proud of your son." 

 

"Then I wish you good luck, my son," cried his father, "I shall keep watch for you every day. If you are 

successful, take down these black sails and replace them with white ones. That way I will know you 

are coming home safe to me." 

 

As the ship docked in Crete, King Minos himself came down to inspect the prisoners from Athens. He 

enjoyed the chance to taunt the Athenians and to humiliate them even further. 

 

"Is this all your king has to offer this year?" he jeered. "Such puny creatures. Hardly even a snack for 

the mighty creature within the labyrinth. Anyway, let's get on with it. I am not a hard-hearted man, 



so I will let you choose which one goes first into the Minotaur's den. Who is it to be?" 

 

Theseus stepped forward. 

"I will go first. I am Theseus, Prince of Athens and I do not fear what is within the walls of your 

maze." 

 

"Those are brave words for one so young and so feeble. But the Minotaur will soon have you 

between its horns. Guards, open the labyrinth and send him in." 

 

Standing behind the king, listening, was his daughter, Ariadne. From the moment she set eyes on 

Theseus, Ariadne fell in love with him. As she listened to her father goading and taunting the young 

prince, she decided that she would help him. As he entered the labyrinth and the guards walked 

away, she called softly to him. 

"Theseus, take this," she whispered. "Even if you kill the Minotaur, you will never find your way out 

again." 

 

She threw him a great ball of string and he tied one end of it to the entrance. He smiled at her, 

turned and began to make his way into the maze, the string playing out behind him as he went. 

 

Theseus walked carefully through the dark, foul-smelling passages of the labyrinth, expecting at any 

moment to come face-to-face with the creature. He did not have long to wait. Turning a corner, with 

his hands held out in front of him feeling his way, he suddenly touched what felt like a huge bony 

horn. 

 

In an instant his world turned upside-down, quite literally. He was picked up between the Minotaur's 

horns and tossed high into the air. When he landed on the hard cold stone, he felt the animal's huge 

hooves come down on his chest. Every last breath seemed to be knocked out of him and he 

struggled to stay alive in the darkness. 

 

But Theseus was no ordinary man. He was the son of the King, he was brave and he was stubborn. 

As the Minotaur bellowed in his ear and grabbed at him with its hairy arms, Theseus found a 

strength which he did not know he possessed. 

 

He grabbed the animal's huge horns, and kept on twisting the great head from side to side. As the 

animal grew weak, Theseus gave one almighty tug on the head, turning it almost right around. The 

creature's neck snapped, it gurgled its last breath and fell to the floor with an enormous thud. 

 

It was over, he had done it. The Minotaur was dead. All he had to do was make his way out of...and 

then he realised the awful truth. In the struggle, he had let go of the string, his lifeline. Theseus felt 

all over the floor in the pitch darkness and kept thinking he had found it, only to realise that he all he 

had was a long wiry hair from the Minotaur. 

 

Despair set in and Theseus wondered if this was where his life would end, down in the dark, all 

alone, next to the stinking body. Then, his hand brushed a piece of string and, with a whoop of 

delight, he knew he had found the thread which would lead him back out. As he neared the entrance 

of the labyrinth, the darkness began to fade and he made out the figure of Ariadne, waiting for his 

return. 

 



"You must take me back to Athens with you," she cried, "My father will kill me when he finds out 

that I have helped you." 

 

 

"But of course you must come with us," said Theseus, "it would be cruel to leave you here." Quickly 

and quietly, they unfurled the great black sails of their ship and headed for home. 

 

"I cannot believe how my life as changed," said Ariadne, as they sailed across the calm seas towards 

Athens. "To think that I am free of my cruel father and that I will soon be married to a great prince." 

 

 

"Married?" said Theseus, "Oh, yes, that will be...er... wonderful." But in truth, Theseus did not really 

find her attractive. 

 

So, when their ship docked at an island on their way home, to collect fresh water, Theseus sent 

Ariadne off to find bread and fruit. The moment she was gone, he set sail and left her on the island. 

Now, you might think that this was a bad way to reward someone who had helped him and had 

saved him from certain death. 

 

 

The Gods clearly thought the same thing, for they had a further horror in store for him, as a 

punishment for his ungrateful treatment of the young girl. 

 

In his haste to get away, Theseus forgot to change his sails to white. King Aegeus, waiting on the 

headland, saw the ship approaching with its black sails flying in the wind. 

 

 

"My son has failed and he is dead," he cried. And in despair, he flung himself from the cliff into the 

raging waters below. From that day on, the sea was named in memory of Theseus' father, and to this 

day, it is known as the Aegean Sea. 

 

Now answer the following questions! 

COMPREHENSION: ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS- YOU WILL FIND ALL 

THE ANSWERS IN THE STORY ABOVE. 

Some questions are simple and you will find the answers in the text.  

Some questions will need you to ‘think’ about what you have read 

Some questions will need your opinion and your ideas 

 

 

 

 



 

QUESTIONS for week 1 

1) Did Crete have a powerful army? 

2) Was king Minos a nice man? How do you know? (use the text to help you. 

3) What is the word the author uses for maze? 

4) What did the Minotaur eat? 

5) How many young people were sent to King Minos each year? 

6) Who was Theseus? 

7) Do you think Theseus was a good son? 

8) What do you think the word Tyrant means? 

9) What word instead of flesh could you use? 

10) What is a harbour and where would you find one? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a picture of what the Minotaur may have looked like. Your first writing task is 

to create a short paragraph to describe this beast. REMEMBER to think about your 

senses. (smell, touch, look, hear) also how does your beast move, what noises does it 

make, what size is it? 

 



SPAG WEEK1: 

The following paragraphs are taken from the original text, but the computer has messed up 

some of the spellings and grammar. Your task is to correct the spellings and grammar. We 

have highlighted the errors in the first paragraph for you.  

King Minos had a great place builded for himself. Inside this place, Minos had built a 

jiant maze, a Labyrinth, and at the senter of the maze, he kept a terrifying creachure, - the 

Minotaur. Now this was know ordinary animal; it were a monster, haff man and haff bull. 

 

It was powereful, and savage and it lovft to eat the flesh of the umans who had been shutted into 

the labyrinth by King Minos. They would wonder threw the maze, completely lost, untill at last thay 

come face to face with the Minotaur. Not a grate way to die really. 

 

The country of Athens were getting fed up with his demands specially as Minos demanded that evry 

year the King sended him severn young man and severn young woman witch he wood then fed to 

the Minotaur. 

 

 

D&T week1 

Your task is to draw your own Mythical beast. Give it a name, let us know what it does. Tell us about 

where it lives. BUT MOSTLY- USE YOUR ART SKILLS TO CREATE A GREAT MONSTER THAT WE WILL BE 

ABLE TO USE IN A DISPLAY WHEN WE ALL GET BACK TO SCHOOL.  

 

RE: week 1 

In Greek Mythology there are many Gods. Each God had a responsibility for an area of life. Some of 

these Gods are: 

• Poseidon – the God of the sea. Responsible for looking after fish, sea animals, sailors and 

boats 

• Zeus – the God of the sky. Responsible for everything he could look down upon. 

• Hermes – the God of travel. Responsible for everyone that travelled and all movement from 

one country to another 

• Atlas – God of astronomy. Responsible for anything to do with the world, uses the stars to 

map out places.  

Your task is to create a Mythical God of your own. You may want to link it to what is happening in 

our world today. It could be linked to being kind, looking after each other, finding a cure or 

protecting the environment. Give your God a name and explain what their power would be and how 

it will help humanity.  

 

 



SCIENCE: WEEK1 

Imagine that Theseus felt sorry for the Minotaur and did not kill him but instead he rescued it from 

its horrid labyrinth. Imagine that Theseus has brought the Minotaur out of the Maze into the open. 

Theseus needs you to set up a habitat that the Minotaur can live in. 

 You will need to think about 

• what shelter he needs, 

•  if he would prefer light or dark areas,  

• water/pond/river to enjoy,  

• does he need something to climb on,  

• where will he sleep  

• where will he find food 

• where and how will he exercise 

 

 

Maths week 1  DON’T FORGET TO KEEP PRACTICING YOUR TIMES TABLES 

Each room of the labyrinth has different perimeters, calculate the perimeters of the following 

rooms. Perimeter is the total length of the sides or edges of a shape.  

Example: the perimeter of this rectangle is 7+3+7+3 = 20 

 

 

Now calculate the perimeter of all of these: 



 

   

 

 


