
 

Hello year 4’s. This is me sitting in my back 

garden with my dog Pepper. As you can see she 

is very alert. Every day she needs exercise, 

and quite a bit of it. Usually my husband is at 

home with her. She thinks something special 

has happened because I am home every day 

too!  

I usually take her out very early in the 

morning, that way families who don’t have dogs 

can enjoy their walks without worrying about 

dogs spoiling their fun.  

When I go out I am always looking at the 

flowers and lovely nature that is around us. I love it when a new flower springs 

up and smiles at me. Very early in the morning you get to hear all sorts of birds 

too! So far I have heard the high pitch of a skylark, there beautiful song of a 

robin, a very early thrush who sings such a sweet song and also a cuckoo. If you 

can google cuckoos and find out all about them. THEY ARE NOT VERY NICE! 

Why don’t you have a go at the flower bingo game that is on this week’s plans 

(under PHSE)?  

If you do not live near open spaces but have lots of cars, roads and buildings 

around you then you could make your own list of things to spot. Some ideas are: 

traffic lights, a dustbin, a skip, a post box, a fence, a lamppost or can you spot a 

car for each colour of the rainbow.  

I am missing school terribly … I think I have forgotten how to teach. I will need 

you all to help me A LOT! When we get back – which I hope won’t be long now. 

ENJOY! AND SEE YOU SOON! 

Mrs M. 

 

  



Hi 4J and all of the children in Year 4 

 

 I Hope you are all keeping safe, fit and well during these strange times. Here are some of the things I 

have enjoyed during this lockdown.   

I have taken more time to appreciate the world around me, by studying the beautiful patterns of the 

leaves of wild flowers and grasses. I have looked for pictures in the clouds as they travelled across 

the brilliant blue sky. I have also spotted many different species of birds from the common garden 

birds, the sparrow, the song thrush, robin and blue tit, to a Mistle-thrush, buzzards and even little 

owl, which was sitting in the tree opposite. We also had the pleasure of watching three fox cubs 

playing together as they ventured out of their den to enjoy the sunshine.  

But best of all was to find a slow worm as we took one of our daily walks.  

 

Please let us know how you, your family, parents and carers have been keeping yourself busy during 

this temporary school closure.   

 

Miss you all very much, take care and remember to take some pictures of your favourite activities, 

so we can share them when we all return. 

 

Mrs Bennet 



Hello Year 4! 

 

My son, who is one and a half, is keeping me busy during the lockdown! He is happy 

when we go out for our daily walk, I can tell by the way he runs out the door. Behind 

where I live, there is a pretty river with some house boats docked there. It's a lovely place 

for a stroll!  

 

      
Hi children, it's Mrs Miller here  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have been making videos for you of me reading The Outlaw Varjak Paw. If you can go 

onto purple mash you can watch them. If you use this link it will take you to the page to 

login:  

https://www.purplemash.com/sch/john-rm10 

Then click on the little black icon with the three white dots in the top left corner of your 

screen. Then click on the 'sharing' area, you then need to click on shared blogs year 4 and 

after that the icon of the book. Let me know what novel you would like me to read next!  

 

My son, who is one and a half, is keeping me busy during the lockdown! He is happy 

when we go out for our daily walk, I can tell by the way he runs out the door. Behind 

where I live, there is a pretty river with some house boats docked there. It's a lovely place 

for a stroll!  

 

Take care 

John Perry will always be there  

 

Mrs Miller 

https://www.purplemash.com/sch/john-rm10


 

 
Hello Year 4. 

It’s Mrs Flint here. I have been spending lockdown doing lots of lovely cookery. The 

picture above is what I made yesterday. It was a lovely apple crumble. I even put 

some nuts in it. There was some dried fruit. And some oats and plenty of cinnamon.  

We sat down and enjoyed it with some thick creamy custard.  

Every cupboard in my home has been cleaned and sorted. It is so neat now.   

 This is my baking cupboard, everything is neatly stored in 

individual containers. I might do some labels next.  

Have any of you done any baking? Why don’t you share some pictures of what you 

have cooked you can e-mail them to us on the year four e-mail address.  

 

I look forward to seeing you all when it is safe.  

Mrs Flint 

 



   

This is Tilly my Cockerpoo. She loves to play in my garden. I do not let 

her spoil the flowers though. I have been spending lots of time working 

in the garden. Sorting out the flower beds. I have painted some of my 

fence panels, I painted some green and others are a nice brown colour.  

I have planted some fuchsias, some geraniums and some petunias. My 

garden does look very nice, and of course it is very colourful. This 

means that I get to see some very pretty butterflies. Around the borders 

are some very white pebbles that make everything very bright.  

I have a blue planter with some rhododendrons in them. They will have 

some lovely red and pink flowers on them soon. Gardening keeps me fit 

and healthy. I also take my dog out once a day and have some more 

exercise.  

I am enjoying the lovely weather but I am missing school.  

Keep safe and see you when it is safe to return to school.  

From Mrs Tormey   

   



What is the problem with 

plastic? 
Pollution is when chemicals, gases, smoke or other harmful materials are introduced 
to, and damage, the environment. 
Pollution can be caused by many different things such as the burning of fossil fuels. 
In recent times, there has been growing concern about the damage that plastic is 
doing to the environment.      

 

Where is Plastic From? 
 Plastic is versatile and cheap to make, so it is used to make lots of things. It is quite 
easy to tell when some items are plastic, such as drinks bottles and shopping bags. 
However, plastic can be found in some surprising places: 

• Some shampoos, face washes and toothpaste have plastic in them. 
• Clothes made from material like nylon, polyester and lycra come from plastic. 
• The outside of golf and tennis balls are made from plastic 

  

  Glossary: 
 

fossil fuels: Coal, oil and 
gas used to power factories, 

cars and homes. 

 

Glossary:   versatile , can be used in lots of different ways 



Why Does Plastic Damage the 

Environment? 
The main problem with plastic is that it takes an extremely long time to decompose. 
A plastic bottle can last for up to 500 years. That means that a bottle dropped in the 
ocean or put in a landfill site today could still be there in the year 2518!  
 

Plastic has toxins in it that are harmful to wildlife. 
   

      

 

How Does Plastic Damage Oceans? 
Sea creatures can get stuck in plastic bags or the rings that holds drinks cans 
together. This can cause suffocation, starvation (because they can’t get to food), 
or means that they cannot escape predators. 
 

Sea turtles sometimes confuse plastic bags with jellyfish and eat them. This 
damages their insides and they can die. Around 70% of Dead Sea turtles are found 
to have eaten plastic. 
  

                                                                                               

2520 
Glossary: 

decompose: Rot, decay, break down. 

 

landfill site: Rubbish sites where refuse is buried 
underground. 

 

toxins: Poisonous substances. 

 

Did You Know…? 
 

• It is thought that 
by the year 2050, 
there will be 
more plastic than 
fish in the seas. 
 

• 99% of seabirds 
have eaten plastic. 

 



Watch the newsround clip on the following webpage. You might want to make some notes 

while you watch it.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/42810179  

 

 
www.plastic-pollution.org/ 

 

Task 1 week 5. (writing) 
Your task is to identify the features of a non- chronological report. 

The report is 2 and a half pages long. What things can you see that 

it has? Why does it have them? Below is a box of features.  

-Which ones do you think are in the non-chronological report about 

pollution?  You should list the feature you find and copy an example 

of it and put it in your answer.  

e.g. feature = title for the whole report = 

feature = facts and figures = 99% of sea birds have eaten plastic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some more helpful websites where you can find more information.  

 https://plasticoceans.org/ 

www.natgeokids.com 

www.plastic-pollution.org/ 

Paragraphs = a group of sentences that have the same topic or are about the same thing 

Headings= this will help to tell you what a section of the report will be about 

Glossary = a list of words that may be unfamiliar 

Facts and figures = numbers or statements that have scientific backing 

Pictures or diagrams = these show what some of the paragraphs are talking about 

Rhetorical questions = questions that are asked, then answered in the same paragraph 

Technical vocabulary = words that are scientific or specific to the topic being written about 

Websites or references = places you can visit or look at that will give you more information 

Direct quotes = things that a scientist may say to back up the report 

Third person = this report is written using words like: they, people, creatures, scientists 

Written in present tense = written about now – not things that have already happened 

Formal language = there are no contractions (can’t, wouldn’t, shouldn’t) 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/42810179
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/42810179
http://plastic-pollution.org/
https://plasticoceans.org/
http://www.natgeokids.com/
http://plastic-pollution.org/


Comprehension week 1  

Answer the following questions about the report on Plastics. 

1) What sort of report is this? 

2) What is the definition of pollution? 

3) What is fossil fuel? 

4) Why do you think it is called fossil fuel? (You may want to think about year 3 

and rocks and soils!) 

5) List as many things as you can that are in your home that use fossil fuel. 

6) According to the report what surprising things have plastic in them? 

7) Name 2 materials that come from plastic. 

8) How long does it take for a plastic bottle to decompose? 

9) If a bottle was dropped in the ocean today what year would it be when it 

eventually decomposes? 

10) What do you think has happened to the turtle in the picture in the report? 

Explain how you think the plastic bottle ring has gone around the turtle and 

how this will affect the turtle.  

 

Week 5 spellings 

 

 

 

All of the above words end with the same letter pattern, tion. 

Use look, cover, write and check for all 10 spellings. Then use each one in a 

sentence. Try to make your sentences unusual – add extra information!  

Example: David (who was covered from head to toe in glue and glitter) stood back 

and looked at his creation; wondering if his mother would really like the 10 legged, 2 

headed cat he had made from junk that morning.  

 

Week 5 writing task 2 

Your second writing task is to write a report about all the pollution that you can see 

out of a window in your home. It can be from any window. Sit at the window and just 

watch for a while. Make some notes about what you can see. Are there any smelly, 

dirty cars/vans/buses going past? What things can you see that people have just 

thrown on the floor or into the street? Can you see any bins that are overflowing? Is 

there any graffiti on the walls? Are there broken street lights or windows of buildings 

pollution           station                vacation                 action                   caution        

addition         creation                fiction                         nation           question   



that you can see? Are there any cars or vehicles that look like they have been 

dumped?  Is there any broken glass that you can see, or empty drinks cans?  

You should describe this in as much detail as possible. Try to imagine that you are 

describing what you can see to someone who is blind. Remember to add as much 

detail as possible. Try not to make it into a list. Use paragraphs. Use lots of 

adjectives. End your report with a paragraph saying how this makes you feel about 

where you live.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Science week 5 : 

Week 5 task for science. Set up an investigation. Using a bowl of water 

and at least 6 different materials. Test each one. Which one you think 

will last the longest in water( this means it won’t fall apart or 

disintergrate). You could choose from the following: Maybe you could 

use a timer and record your results. 

cardboard, newspaper, cotton wool, tissue paper, a wet wipe and foil.  

You need to:  

- cut each material into the same size square (or whichever shape 

you wish) 

- make sure you use the same amount of water each time ( and 

either hot or cold) 

- drop the material into the water and keep it there for the same 

amount of time (you may need a watch/timer/clock on your phone 

to do this) 

- take the material out of the water after it has been in there for the 

right amount of time 

- record your writings. (did the material stay the same, did the 

material fall apart?) 

- write up the whole investigation.  

Don’t forget that in school we always write up what we are trying to find 

out – a bit like this… 

Heading:  We are investigating how long a material lasts in water and 

what happens to it. 

What we need: list all of the things you are going to be using. 

What we did:  explain clearly in steps what you did- from cutting the 

squares of material to taking them out of the water. 

What I found out: write about what happened to the materials, which 

one came out of the water the same size and shape as when it went in? 

Which material did not do so well? 

 



Finally write a conclusion, in the conclusion you should be able to say 

which material is the best material to decompose.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WEEK 5 MATHS 

THE FOLLOWING ARE WORDED PROBLEMS RELATING TO 

POLLUTION AND PLASTICS. Chose which operation you think you will 

need and then calculate. You may use any method you know. 

1) There are 10 boxes of bottled water delivered to the corner shop. 

Each box contains 45 bottles. How many bottles will there be all 

together.   

2) 36 children and 4 adults go on a school trip to the beach. When 

they get there they all tidy the beach to see how much littler there 

is. If each person collected 2 cans, 3 bottles, 5 straws and 2 carrier 

bags. How many items in total did they all collect? 

3) It takes 30 minutes for Mr Jones to fill his shelf with plastic bottles 

of fizz. If he has 4 shelves how long will it take him in total? 

4) Each bottle cost £1.25. If Mr Jones has 90 bottles how much will 

this be altogether?  

5) For every plastic bottle on the beach that is found a child will get 

30p. How much will 1 child earn if he/she collects 9 bottles? 

6) Bottles weigh 250g each how much weight will be in a box of 10 

bottles?  

7) 6 fish swim into an empty carrier bag, 3 more fish try to get them 

out. How many fish are there altogether?  

8) There are 17 stripped fish, 27 gold fish, 16 spotted fish and 46 

plain fish. How many fish in total? 

9)  If 200 fish are caught in a net each time it is thrown into the water 

by the fishermen. How many fish will they have caught by the time 

they have thrown the net in the water 5 times? (Challenge: they 

can throw the net into the water times in one hour if they work a 6 

hour day how many fish in a day?) 

10) If the manufacturer needs 300g of plastic to make 30 bottles 

how much plastic would he need to make 90 bottles?  

 

 

 



 

Remember to continue to practise your times tables. 

Quick fire round 

3 x 6=  4 x 7=   6 x 9=   4 x 7 =  8 x 5 =       9 x 9 = 

Use ‘Hit the button’ https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button  ,  

Times tables check https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-

Check 

TT rock stars 

NOW TRY THESE>>> 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Humanities – Geography  

 

THE WORLDS DIRTIEST BEACHES! 

• Kuta Beach, a popular tourist destination, becomes covered in rubbish during 

Bali's rainy season.  This beach is so littered by man-made debris that it 

earned the nickname "Plastic Beach" 

 
• Kamilo Beach, Hawaii, United States Located in a rural area of Hawaii's Big 

Island, Kamilo is a wasteland of plastic debris. In fact, thousands of pounds of 
man-made rubbish, ranging from hair brushes to water bottles, wash up every 

year. Some of the waste is carried from as far away as Japan and Russia.  
 

• Guanabara Bay Beaches, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil before and during the 2016 
Summer Olympics, when athletes competing in events like sailing and rowing 
were exposed to its mucky waters. According to an investigation conducted by 
the Associated Press, the bay water "contained dangerously high levels of 
viruses and bacteria from human sewage." Athletes who ingested as little as 
three teaspoons of the polluted water faced a 99% chance of infection.  

 

• El Gringo Beach, Bajos de Haina, Dominican Republic Nicknamed 
"Dominican Chernobyl," the city outside El Gringo Beach is filled with 
chemical and pharmaceutical plants — not to mention an oil refinery. The 
Inter Press Service news agency reports that these factories emit high 
quantities of toxic substances including formaldehyde, lead, ammonium, and 
sulfuric acid each year. In addition to releasing airborne toxins, local factories 
are also said to dispose of waste by dumping it into the water. 
 

 

• Cheung Sha Beach, Lantau Island, Hong Kong  Over the past few years, 
Hong Kong's beaches have been scourged by rubbish and oil spills. While a 
massive influx of rubbish from mainland China washed ashore in 2016, a palm 
oil spill last August fouled beaches with more than 90 tons of oil waste, which 
congealed on the sand.  

 

The above facts are all about beaches. The data tells you the names 

of beaches and how dirty they are. It informs you of what sort of 

things have been found on the beaches. Your task is to write a report 

about dirty beaches. You will need to use the following features for 

your report: 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/kamilo-beach-hawaii-dirtiest-beach-america_us_58e99a38e4b05413bfe3792d?ncid=inblnkushpmg00000009
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/kamilo-beach-hawaii-dirtiest-beach-america_us_58e99a38e4b05413bfe3792d?ncid=inblnkushpmg00000009
https://apnews.com/d92f6af5121f49d982601a657d745e95/ap-investigation-rios-olympic-water-rife-sewage-virus
https://apnews.com/d92f6af5121f49d982601a657d745e95/ap-investigation-rios-olympic-water-rife-sewage-virus
http://www.pureearth.org/project/haina/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2015/12/haina-a-dominican-city-famous-only-for-its-pollution/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2015/12/haina-a-dominican-city-famous-only-for-its-pollution/
https://www.cnn.com/2016/07/06/asia/hong-kong-beaches-pollution/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-hongkong-pollution/hong-kong-cleans-up-93-tonnes-of-palm-oil-beaches-smothered-by-spill-idUSKBN1AP06Y


1. A heading (tell people what your report is about – make it eye 

catching) 

2. An introduction. (explain in 1 or 2 sentences what it is you are 

reporting about) 

3. Paragraphs (each paragraph should be about 1 or 2 of the  

beaches or about where and what has been found) 

4. Sub-headings (break your writing up into grouped information 

e.g. what has been found on the beaches? Or where are these 

beaches? Or why these beaches are so dirty!) 

5. Use third person when writing your report (e.g. It has been 

reported, scientists have found, people in that part of the world) 

6. Use facts and figures (e.g. 65% of rubbish is caused by ships 

that pass by this part of the world, 90 tonnes of oil was dumped 

on this beach. 

7. A conclusion (wrap up the report reminding people that we 

humans need to take care of the world and we are all 

responsible) 

8. Use a rhetorical question (how can this be right? Does 

nobody care? Surely we are all responsible)  

9. And can you add a picture to your report, if so don’t forget the 

caption. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ART:  

Your task in art is to create a poster showing the damage that humans are doing to 

our planet. Your poster should have a clear message on it about the effects of 

pollution and how it impacts on our life. Try to make it bright and colourful. You might 

want to have two parts of the world. One with a lovely paradise and one with a 

horrid, ghastly looking world. Can you think of a clear slogan you can use to 

reinforce your message. Remember your posters for stop smoking and the dangers 

of alcohol. You can use red crosses for things that are bad and green ticks for things 

that people should remember. Make your poster A4 size. Can you stick pictures from 

magazines on it? Can you use other materials to make it 3D? 

 

 

 

RE:  

Imagine that you are the one who created our world. You have watched us humans 

gradually destroy it. You are very cross but you want to give us another chance to 

show you that we can look after the world. Write some instructions to the human 

race explaining clearly what we must do to look after our world. Remember that you 

can include things we must do and things we must not do. Think about how clever 

we are. One of your instructions could be to get scientists to find ways of getting rid 

of plastic and using something much friendlier to our environment. Remember to 

include the following features in your work. 

• Numbers or steps to follow in chronological order. 

• Imperative (bossy) verbs.  

• Clear step by step instructions 

• Use phrases like: you must, ensure, it is important to, it would be wise if,  

• Headings and subheadings 

Remember that you are trying to get the human race to save the planet and not 

destroy it.  

 

 

 



PHSE: 

Now we are allowed outside for longer 

here is a little project for all the family.  

Visit this website and find out about the flowers we can 

often find as we go for a walk. How many can you 

find?  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52548733 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 


