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Wedding Vows 
 

 

 

Take a look at the wedding vows from a Church of England wedding and the promises from 
humanist wedding. 
 

1) What similarities can you find? 
2) What differences do you notice? 
3) What promises do you think are important for marrying couples to make? What promises 

would you make? 
 
 
Church of England wedding vows 
 

I, (name), take you, (name) to be my wife/husband, 
to have and to hold from this day forward; 
for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, 
to love and to cherish, till death do us part according to god’s holy law. 
In the presence of god I make this vow. 

 
 
Example humanist wedding promises 
 

1) I promise to consider your opinion in all my decisions and to ensure to the best of my 
ability, that you are happy and content. I promise to trust you, to be honest with you and 
to be faithful to you. I pledge to you that I will honour your integrity, respect your privacy, 
and cherish your person and care for your well-being while we both live. 

 
2) I promise to allow our marriage and each other to change and develop, supporting you in 

happiness and sorrows, health and illness. I promise to live with you as equal and different 
individuals and to recognise and accept each other’s strengths and weaknesses. I promise 
to learn from our shared experiences and to build from them a full and caring friendship 
based on trust and on respect. I promise to work together with you for the good of the 
community to which we belong and for the good of humanity as a whole. 

 
3) I love the person that you are and I promise to give you space to be yourself and to never 

try to change you. I promise to respect your opinions even if they are different from my 
own. I promise to talk and to listen, to trust and appreciate one another; to respect and 
cherish each other's uniqueness; and to support, comfort and strengthen each other 
through life's joys and sorrows. 

 


