
Happy Human

The Happy Human is a symbol designed by Dennis Barrington. He won a 
competition organised by the British Humanist Association (BHA) in 1965.

Over 150 designs were entered into the competition from many different 
countries across the world. It was chosen as the symbol because it was 
simple and while it looked like a human, it wasn’t male or female. 

It is used as the symbol for humanist associations including the American, 
Canadian and Arab Humanists. 

What is the Happy Human?  

 

Who designed the Happy Human symbol?  

 

How many designs were entered into the competition? 

 

Why did they choose the symbol over other designs? 

 

 

Name one association who uses the Happy Human symbol. 
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I can name and explain the meaning of the humanist symbol.



Happy Human

The Happy Human is a symbol designed by Dennis Barrington. He won a 

competition organised by the British Humanist Association (BHA) in 1965.

This competition was launched by Margaret Knight, a humanist thinker and 

BBC radio presenter, and Tom Vernon. 

Over 150 designs were entered into the competition from many different 

countries across the world. It was chosen as the symbol because it was 

simple and while it looked like a human, it wasn’t male or female. 

Within a few short years, the symbol became the international symbol of 

humanism. It is used as the symbol for humanist associations including the 

American, Canadian and Arab Humanists.

What is the Happy Human?   

Who designed the Happy Human symbol?   

Who launched the competition?  

How many designs were entered into the competition?  

Why did they choose the symbol over other designs? 

 

 

Name one association who uses the Happy Human symbol.  

“..the symbol became the international symbol of humanism.” What does this quote tell us 
about humanism across the world?
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I can name and explain the meaning of the humanist symbol.



Happy Human

The Happy Human is a symbol designed by Dennis Barrington. He won a competition 
organised by the British Humanist Association (BHA) in 1965.

This competition was launched by Margaret Knight, a humanist thinker and 
BBC radio presenter, and Tom Vernon. 

Over 150 designs were entered into the competition from many different 
countries across the world. It was chosen as the symbol because it was simple 
and while it looked like a human, it wasn’t male or female. 

Within a few short years, the symbol became the international symbol of 
humanism. It is used as the symbol for humanist associations including the 
American, Canadian and Arab Humanists.

"There is but one life that we know of and we should influence that life by being happy, and  
the best way to do that is by making others so!"                                            --Wayne Wilson

What is the Happy Human?   

Who designed the Happy Human symbol?   

Who launched the competition?  

How many designs were entered into the competition?  

Why did they choose the symbol over other designs?  

 

“..the symbol became the international symbol of humanism.” What does this quote tell us 
about humanism across the world?

 

 

Why is the symbol called the ‘Happy Human’?   
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I can name and explain the meaning of the humanist symbol.



Happy Human - Answers

What is the Happy Human?  

 

Who designed the Happy Human symbol?  

 

How many designs were entered into the competition? 

 

Why did they choose the symbol over other designs? 

 

 

Name one association who uses the Happy Human symbol. 
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A symbol/ logo for the British Humanist Association.

Dennis Barrington

Over 150

American, Canadian or Arab Humanists

It was simple, looked like a human being, but wasn’t 

specifically any particular type of human. 

The Happy Human is a symbol designed by Dennis Barrington. He won a 
competition organised by the British Humanist Association (BHA) in 1965.

Over 150 designs were entered into the competition from many different 
countries across the world. It was chosen as the symbol because it was 
simple and while it looked like a human, it wasn’t male or female. 

It is used as the symbol for humanist associations including the American, 
Canadian and Arab Humanists. 



Happy Human - Answers

What is the Happy Human?   

Who designed the Happy Human symbol?   

Who launched the competition?  

How many designs were entered into the competition?  

Why did they choose the symbol over other designs? 

 

 

Name one association who uses the Happy Human symbol.  
 

“..the symbol became the international symbol of humanism.” What does this quote tell us 
about humanism across the world?
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A symbol/ logo for the British Humanist Association.

Dennis Barrington

British Humanist Association/Margaret Knight/Tom Vernon

Over 150

American, Canadian or Arab Humanists

It was simple, looked like a human being, but wasn’t 

specifically any particular type of human. 

Acceptable Answers: There are humanists all over the world. Humanists want to 

use a common symbol. There are humanist organisations/associations in other 

countries. Humanists didn’t have a common symbol before. 

Do not accept: Humanists liked the symbol. Others copied the symbol.

The Happy Human is a symbol designed by Dennis Barrington. He won a competition 
organised by the British Humanist Association (BHA) in 1965.

This competition was launched by Margaret Knight, a humanist thinker and 
BBC radio presenter, and Tom Vernon. 

Over 150 designs were entered into the competition from many different 
countries across the world. It was chosen as the symbol because it was 
simple and while it looked like a human, it wasn’t male or female. 

Within a few short years, the symbol became the international symbol of 
humanism. It is used as the symbol for humanist associations including the 
American, Canadian and Arab Humanists. 



Happy Human

What is the Happy Human?   

Who designed the Happy Human symbol?   

Who launched the competition?  

How many designs were entered into the competition?  

Why did they choose the symbol over other designs?  

 

“..the symbol became the international symbol of humanism.” What does this quote tell us 
about humanism across the world?

 

 

 

 

Why is the symbol called the ‘Happy Human’?   
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A symbol/ logo for the British Humanist Association.

Dennis Barrington

British Humanist Association/Margaret Knight/Tom Vernon

Over 150

It was simple, looked like a human

being, but wasn’t specifically any particular type of human. 

Acceptable Answers: There are humanists all over the world. Humanists want to 
use a common symbol. There are humanist organisations/associations in other 
countries. Humanists didn’t have a common symbol before. 
Do not accept: Humanists liked the symbol. Others copied the symbol.

by Wayne Wilson. Humanists believe that living a good life makes a person 
happy. Humanists want people to live happy lives.
Do not accept: Humanists like being happy. Humanists think that people have to 
be humanist to be happy. Humanists want to make people happy.

Acceptable Answers: Refer to the quote

The Happy Human is a symbol designed by Dennis Barrington. He won a competition 
organised by the British Humanist Association (BHA) in 1965.

This competition was launched by Margaret Knight, a humanist thinker and 
BBC radio presenter, and Tom Vernon. 

Over 150 designs were entered into the competition from many different 
countries across the world. It was chosen as the symbol because it was simple 
and while it looked like a human, it wasn’t male or female. 

Within a few short years, the symbol became the international symbol of 
humanism. It is used as the symbol for humanist associations including the 
American, Canadian and Arab Humanists.

"There is but one life that we know of and we should influence that life by being 
happy, and  the best way to do that is by making others so!"         --Wayne Wilson


