
w/c 29th June Year 4 home learning 
THE STELLAR ONE 

by Daniel Errico 

When the universe was young the sky was filled with planets, and stars, and 

stardust, and many, many, rocks. One of these rocks was a bit more special than 

the rest.  She was unlike any that came before her. She was a kind and happy 

rock, who always floated near a big blue planet. Sometimes when the light hit 

her surface, she would glow a brilliant green.  At times like those, she almost 

didn't look like a rock at all.  

 

As the sky moved from day to day, and week to week, the rock would see 

planets far off in the distance. She would wonder what it would be like to go to 

them. Week after week and month after month she would wonder. Until one day 

she decided to go find out.  

 

The rock had never gone anywhere before and wasn't sure how to go about 

it. She started to rock back and forth. Then she started to spin. Soon enough, she 

was flying through the sky. As she left, clouds swirled on the big blue planet. 

For it was sad to see her go, and when planets cry there is a rain storm.  

 

At first the rock was not good at moving. She would spin too far to the right or 

too far to the left. Slowly she learned how to travel whichever direction she 

liked, and she enjoyed exploring space.  

 

She saw a planet filled with water, with not a speck of land. Then found a planet 

all dried up, with beaches made of sand. She swore she met a planet who looked 

suspiciously like her. And then she saw a planet that was, well… she wasn’t 

sure.  

 

One planet she discovered, had grown forests made of green. Another one was 

very shy, not fond of being seen. She flew right by a planet that was frozen icy 

cold. And then she saw a planet that was made of jewels and gold! She had 

started to notice that each planet seemed brighter than the last. They were all so 

different and all so pretty.  



It became hard for her to decide where to go next. If each planet she visited was 

more beautiful than the one before it, then how could she decide which way to 

go next, and how could she decide where to stay. So she continued traveling, 

afraid to miss a single planet.  

Eventually she came upon the big blue planet that she had once circled, but she 

found that it was not the same. It was shining in a way that it never had before. It 

was more blue than it had ever been, and certainly more beautiful.  

 

This made her stop for a moment.  “I do not know where I should go next” she 

said out loud. “Each direction is filled with wonderful planets. And I cannot 

stop, knowing that the next planet will be even more beautiful if I continue on. 

Even my big blue planet has grown more beautiful every day in my absence.” 

The big blue planet overheard this. “Can you not see why I am brighter?" it 

asked. 

"You are the brightest planet I have ever seen," she said, "but I do not know why 

you glow brighter today than you did when I left you." 

“You have brightened me,” it said.  

“But I am just a rock” she replied.  

“You are no longer just a rock like the day you left me,” said the big blue planet. 

“You have grown bold and bright. Now you are a shooting star, and you are the 

reason that I shine.  And while you are worrying about which direction to go, all 

of the planets in space are hoping that you will come their way to brighten 

them.” 

And so the shooting star, who was no longer just a rock, finally understood. It 

did not matter where she went, the light was her own. So the rock sat there for a 

moment, by the bright blue planet and wondered.  "Should I keep traveling, or 

should I fly around the big blue planet and grow brighter with it each day.” 

She thought, until she knew exactly what to do.  

Comprehension 1: 

1) What do you think Stellar means? 

2) The story starts with ‘when the universe was young’  what does this tell 

you about this story? 



3) Was the special rock the first rock ever in space? How do you know? Use 

the clues to help you. 

4) What is the definition of glow? 

5) Can you name 3 things that might glow? 

6) Was the rock’s eyesight very good, how do you know? 

7) How long did the rock wait before she decided to go and find out more 

about the other planets? 

8) What was rocks problem when she tried to travel? 

9) How did she get to fly? 

10) According to the story, what causes a rain storm? 

Comprehension 2: 

1) Did the rock find it easy to travel? How do you know? 

2) Her first 2 planets were completely opposite, how were they opposite to 

each other (think about what they looked like- use the clues to help) 

3) Why do you think she was not sure about one of the planets? 

4) One planet was shy – what might a planet be called if it was not shy but 

was the opposite of shy? 

5) How many planets did she see before she reached The Big Blue Planet? 

6) What did she notice about The Big Blue Planet? 

7) What was her dilemma (what couldn’t she decide) 

8) What did The Big blue Planet say the rock had turned into? 

9) Why did the light follow the rock? 

10)  The end of the story is a bit of a Cliff Hanger, What do you think she 

decides to do in the end? Why do you think this? 

Spellings:  
Mercury Earth Venus Mars Jupiter 

Pluto Moon Neptune Uranus Saturn 

Your spellings this week are all names of planets in our solar system. Try to 

write a sentence for each one. You could use shapes to write a bit about each 

planet. Use a couple of sentences – one that includes your spelling- and turn it 

into a shape spelling fun activity.  

 



For example: 

This is a STAR shape/poem/sentence. 

Here is some information about each of the planets to help you… 

 

Mercury = closest planet to the sun and the fastest. It is as big as the Atlantic 

Ocean. 

Earth= where we live…you know some facts 

Venus = spins in the opposite direction to other planets. It is the hottest planet. 

Mars= called the red planet because of its colour. Cold and dry, has volcanoes on 

it one is 3x higher than Mount Everest. 

Jupiter = biggest planet and has rings. 

Pluto = not big enough now to be called a planet. 

Moon = reflective light, comes out to illuminate our night time. Men have walked 

on the moon.  

Neptune + furthest from the sun it is blue in colour. 

Uranus = the coldest planet. 

Saturn= made of gas 2nd largest and has 3 visible rings around the outside of it.  

 

SPAG: (spelling, punctuation& grammar) 

 



Using commas helps us to split up sentences. 

e.g. His head injury looked serious, so the doctor began to worry.  (Here there 

are two sentences. 1= His head injury looked serious 2=the doctor began to 

worry. So that the second sentence makes sense the word so has been added as 

a conjunction just after the comma.)  

It also helps us when we are writing a list.  

e.g. I went to the shops and bought some: bananas, avocados, peaches, grapes, 

strawberries and raspberries. (Remember a comma goes after each listed item 

until we get to the penultimate- last but one- word where we add the word and) 

 We can sometimes use commas instead of brackets.  

e.g. The little old lady, who wore bright red lipstick, looked very worried as she 

searched for her purse. (Here we have used commas instead of a bracket 

around the extra information that we have dropped into the sentence. We don’t 

really need to know that the old lady wears bright red lipstick it is just added 

information) 

Your task is to write the sentences below and put commas where you think they 

should go. 

1) Philip the youngest of the children made a very good pirate as they all 

played together. 

2) The children had to make sure they had all the ingredients. They needed 

flour eggs butter sugar cherries vanilla essence chocolate sprinkles. 

3) The coronavirus can easily be caught so we need to follow all the rules to 

get rid of it. 

4) Mr Pedro who is a happy black head teacher was getting really fed up 

with having no children in the school. 

5) Formula one motor racing is sponsored by Goodyear tyres Rolex watches 

Red Bull Mobile oil Esso Honda. 

6) It has been a wonderful warm spring although the summer does not look 

too promising.  

Writing task 1: 

In the story at the beginning the rock looks at the other planets and decides to 

go and visit some of them or look more closely at them. Each one she visited was 

different from the last. Some were full of water and seas other were like a 



desert. Your task is to write about a planet you are visiting. (Use your 

imagination or if you want research one of the planets in our solar system) It 

can be as strange as you like! Imagine a planet with candy floss trees, Rainbow 

Rivers, liquorice grass and lemonade waterfalls! Or your planet could be like one 

in our solar system. Imagine a planet with ice cold rings whizzing around it, or 

red dust that blows high dunes all over it, or a bumpy uneven rocky surface. 

Imagine that you are a space explorer and you have travelled in your space ship 

into space until you see a planet and land on it. Start your description with  

‘The door of my spaceship opened and I stepped outside… 

Don’t forget this is your planet- so it can be anything you want it to be. Use 

loads of adjectives and make it sound like it is a planet that is worth visiting.  

 

Writing task 2: 

Having discovered your planet you now want people to visit the planet. But only a 

few people know about your planet. You need to write to the Minister of Space 

and travel to persuade him that your planet is worth a visit. Try to persuade him 

that this is going to be the coolest place to go. Explain why people should go 

there. You are trying to persuade the government to pay for the building of 

space busses that will take people to your planet. Write a letter of persuasion 

to the Minister asking him to invest in your planet and the transport links.   

 

 

 

Use some of these ideas in the box for your letter to the Minister. Remember 

you have done this before so you will be good at this. Try to remember the 

following features when writing your letter. 

 Keep it formal (no chatty lines!) 

 Use paragraphs for each idea 

 Include a rhetorical question 

 Use some facts and figures 

Surely you must agree                     any fool can see that               you must lead the way  

once in a lifetime opportunity          this is the coolest planet ever!            Not to be missed 

invest in the future                         dare you miss out on this            Did you know that… 



 Include the positive benefits that people will get when they visit your 

planet (it’s good for their health, a once in a lifetime opportunity, we want 

to be the country that leads the rest of the world into space travel) 

 Try to make the minister feel pressure- we want to do this before any 

other country does, we want to show the world how to manage it 

Your letter should have:  

 Your address, date, name 

 Start with Dear Minister 

 An opening statement saying why you are writing 

 2 further paragraphs with one reason for the investment in each 

paragraph 

 A concluding paragraph 

 Signed off Yours truly 

Science: 

Last week we looked at teeth and the different sorts of teeth there are. This 

week we are going to look at the next part of eating. We know how many teeth 

we have, we know which different kinds there are. Next we need to think about 

what happens to the food as we eat it. Have you ever wondered what happens to 

the food next?  

Once our food is crunched, mashed, torn and grinded by our teeth it travels a 

bit further into our body and is digested.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZBZWgrfZFbU 

Watch the above video (it’s about 5 minutes long and will help with today’s lesson) 

New science words are:  

Digest –this means to break down food so it can be used by the body 

Digestive system-This means a system of organs that get food in and out 

of the body and which make use of the food to keep the body healthy. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZBZWgrfZFbU


Read this explanation of what happens to your food when you eat it.  

 Food goes into your mouth and is crunched, ground or ripped up by 

your teeth 

 In your mouth there is a salivary gland this is what makes saliva (or 

spit as we call it). Saliva contains enzymes which break down our food 

even more. 

 Our food is nice and slimy now and can travel down the oesophagus, 

this is a long stretchy tube that lets the food reach the stomach 

 Our stomach is like a bag and it’s where the food lands and gets 

mixed with some more juices called gastric juices. 

  The stomach is clever it only little bits of slushy food through to the 

next part of the system at a time. Food goes through the duodenum 

on its way to the small intestine.  

 The next part is called the small intestine which is about 20foot long 

(approx. 6 metres long). This is where the nutrients are absorbed or 

taken out and spread around the body. 

 From the small intestine what is left then travels through to the 

large intestine and this later becomes poop! (all the good stuff has 

been taken out of the food, the vitamins, the sugars, the starches, 

the minerals – all of which give us strong nails, the ability to fight 

off colds, the shiny hair)  

 The last part of the journey for any unwanted foods is through the 

rectum and out of the anus, this is how we get rid of natural waste.    

There are 3 other parts that help with digestion they are: 

The liver- this stores energy and gets rid of any toxins (so if you have had 

food that has lots of vinegar in it, it would be acid which is a toxin so the liver 

takes the acid and cleverly turns it into alkaline, which is the opposite of acid!) 

The Gall Bladder – this is a small pouch which has bile in it. Bile is a strong 

thick liquid which drips into the food before it goes into the small intestine. It 

eats the food up and makes it into a slimy mess. 

The Pancreas – this filters the food to make hormones (things that are so small 

you cannot see them but they make us sad, angry, happy and moody). It also 

makes the right levels of blood sugar in our bodies.  



All of the above explanations can be seen or understood by watching the video. 

If you have watched the video then you will know which parts of the digestive 

system lead to the next. Your task is to label the diagram and then choose 5 

parts of the system to write about. You should tell us what the part is and 

what it does, or how it helps with digestion.  

 

 

 



ART / PHSE: 

We all know how important it is to look after ourselves and those we 

love, especially now when we can’t see the one thing that may be 

attacking us. Click on the link below and read through all the 

information about coronavirus.  

 https://www.livescience.com/coronavirus-kids-guide.html  

 

 

Look at the pictures above of what different viruses might look like. Your task 

is to draw, paint, sketch, make a collage of or simply colour one of your own. It 

can be any shape, any size any colour. What would you call your virus? Does it 

have spikes? Does it have claws? Does it have sticky feet? Is it round, long, 

rectangle, cuboid or any other shape? Is it just one colour? Is it made up of lots 

of little viruses or is it one on its own?  

 

https://www.livescience.com/coronavirus-kids-guide.html


History: 

Pied Piper of Hamblin 

Once upon a time in a far off city 

People had a plaque to their great dismay. 

Many lost their lives, what a shame and pity 

All because the rats would not go away 

Then came a piper to Hamblin town 

Said, "All your rats I will gladly drown. 

"They will follow me as I play my ditty 

"Scamper out of town and forever stay." 

City council met, to the plan acceeded 

More golden guilders agreed to pay. 

If the pipers magical work succeeded 

Rats and piper both would be gone away. 

Then went the piper along the street 

Playing a queer little tune, "Tweet, tweet." 

Out of stores and house the rats stampeded 

Following the piper without delay. 

Back the piper came 

Now his gold demanding. 

City council coldly refuse to pay. 

Said there'd never been any understanding 

Ordered him to leave on that very day. 

Than said the piper, "If we can't agree 

"All of your children must come with me. "They will follow me as I play my ditty 

"Scamper out of town and forever stay. 

This is a poem about the story of the pied piper of Hamblin. Hamblin is a place 

in Germany. They had a big problem with rats. There were rats everywhere and 

they climbed into many things. Unfortunately rats carry diseases and pass them 

on to people. Many, many people were dying because of the diseases the rats 

were carrying and passing on. The pied piper said he would get rid of all the rats 

if the local government paid him. The government agreed and so the pied piper 

played a tune on his flute and all the rats followed him all the way to the river 



and they were all drowned. When it came to be paid the government decided 

that they did not want to pay him anymore. The pied piper was so angry about 

this that he told them he would take their children away. They all laughed at 

him. BUT he did play a tune and the children, just like the rats, followed him 

over the hill and away into another part of the world.  

Imagine you were one of the children in the time of the pied piper of Hamblin. 

You were fast asleep when he played his tune and left with all the other 

children.  You did not leave because you did not hear his tune. You are the only 

child left behind.  

Write a letter to the pied piper of Hamblin explaining how you feel. Tell him 

about: 

 You know that the government said they would pay him and then did not, 

you know he was cheated out of money.  

 You know that there was a big problem with rats and you are grateful 

that he got rid of them for you all. 

 Ask for his help. 

 You need to explain that as a child you are really worried about things and 

you cannot sleep. 

 Tell him how sorry you are that he did not get paid 

 Explain how much you miss all of your friends. 

 Explain what it is like to be the only child left in the town 

 Ask him if he thinks it is fair to take it out on the children, after all they 

had nothing to do with him not getting paid.  

R.E: 

Right now in our world there are many protests taking place.  People are 

protesting because they are angry. They are very angry that a black man was 

killed by a white policeman. This happened in America, but people from all over 

the world are so angry they are all coming together in a ‘Black lives matter’ 

protest. At John Perry we know that all lives matter and that if we are tolerant 

and acceptant of all beliefs, all colours of skin and all religions then we can all 

get along. Year 4 have already learned that in all the special books each religion 

has, they tell us clearly that we should follow all the rules… to live a peaceful 



and fulfilling life.  As children of John Perry, all of us teachers have witnessed 

how wonderfully tolerant you all are. We have seen time and time again acts of 

kindness, children showing that they can get along no matter what and we know 

that each and every one of you respects everyone. During our Black History 

Month we often talk about Martin Luther King and his ‘I have a dream speech’. 

Your task is to make your own version of this speech. What would you dream 

for? How would you change the world? If you need a reminder of his speech 

then click on the link below and watch.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vP4iY1TtS3s 

I have a dream… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vP4iY1TtS3s


 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 


