
Week beginning 8th June 

 structured learning Year 4! 

 

Adjectives describe something. They add colour, detail, movement or character 

to something. They help the reader to understand what is happening and to 

imagine what things look like. Underline all the adjectives that you can find in 

each sentence.  

1. The cat had beautiful, green eyes. 

2. Mark the spider has eight long legs.  

3. She laughed excitedly at the funny, foolish clown. 

4. The shiny diamond glistened in the bright sun.  

5. The black and white penguin waddled calmly around the pebbly beach. 

6. The furry, adorable dog wagged his stubby tail at the postman.  

7. She won an impressive prize for being an inspiring, remarkable scientist.  

8. She won a prize for being an extremely clever scientist. 

 

Now re-write each of the sentences above.  Add more detail as you go. Make the 

sentences complex. Add some brackets. E.g. The cat (who sat glaring at the 

mouse) had beautiful green eyes, that did not flicker once; as it sat 

waiting. 

Here is a story from the ‘just so’ collection. 

They were written by Rudyard Kipling, who was 

born in India. His just so stories explain how 

certain animals get their characteristics. (How 

the leopard got it’s spots, how the giraffe got 

it’s long neck, how the elephant got its trunk)  



How the Rhinoceros got his skin.  

There was once a man, Best Beloved, an Indian man, who lived by the Red Sea 

where it is very hot and not much can grow except palm trees. He lived alone 

and every week he made himself a most delicious cake. For six whole days he 

looked forward to his treat and on the seventh day he would sit down and eat 

the whole cake, every crumb, all in one go. 

Now one particular week, the man made an especially wonderful cake. He stirred 

in butter and eggs, sugar and currants, and every delicious tropical fruit you can 

think of.  

Then he set it to cook on a small stove outside his hut and went off to find the 

rest of his supper – shellfish and berries and coconuts.  

While he was away, a huge rhinoceros came wandering out of the forest and 

down towards the Red Sea. The huge rhinoceros put his great nose in the air 

and sniffed. A wonderful smell wafted towards him on the tropical breeze. The 

rhinoceros never could resist the smell of cake baking, and he lumbered over to 

the stove. The cake was rising nicely in its baking in. It was golden and sprinkled 

with sugar. The rhinoceros turned his great head, stuck the horn on the top of 

his nose straight into the cake and ran back into the forest as fast as he could. 

The man was just walking back up the beach when he saw the great rhinoceros 

running back into the forest with the beautiful cake on his horn. 

“Hey you!” shouted the man, running as fast as he could. 

“That’s my cake! I collected the ingredients, I cooked it and I’m going to eat it 

all – every last bit!” 

But the rhinoceros just glanced at the man through his little piggy eyes, and 

then he disappeared into the forest. The man was jumping up and down with 

rage and disappointment, shaking his fist in the air. 

“I’ve looked forward to that cake the whole week! Come back here AT ONCE!” 

The rhinoceros took absolutely no notice at all.  

The man sat down by the edge of the water and wept at the loss of his 

wonderful cake. 

“It would have been such a delicious cake,” he moaned to himself, “for it had the 

most golden of eggs, the sweetest sugar, the creamiest butter and the plumpest 

currants…” and he sighed and wept some more. 



But gradually his tears began to dry and he stopped sniffing and blew his nose. 

Then he began to think about revenge. 

“I know,” he thought, “when the weather gets even hotter than it is now the 

rhinoceros will want to come and swim in the Red Sea to cool off. I’ve seen him 

many a time. He comes down to the water’s edge and he unbuttons his top suit. 

Then he folds it up neatly and leaves it on the rocks.” 

For yes indeed, Best Beloved, in those far distant days, the rhinoceros was very 

smooth and shiny, and his coat had no creases. And the Indian man knew that 

the rhinoceros’ top coat, or suit, was kept on with three large buttons that did 

up under his tummy.  

The man got down on his hands and knees in front of his hut, and swept 

together all the crumbs that had fallen from the cake when the rhinoceros stole 

it.  

Then he sat himself down behind a rock at the water’s edge and waited for the 

rhinoceros to come down for a swim. He waited patiently for several days, until 

the weather got very hot and, sure enough, along came the rhinoceros. The man 

watched as he undid his three buttons and slipped off his smooth grey suit and 

lumbered down into the sea, relaxing in the cool water. 

The man slipped out from behind his rock with the bag of cake crumbs in his 

hand. He crept over to the rhinoceros’ suit and shook all the crumbs, which were 

stale and dry by now, inside, and folded it back up, all neat and tidy. Then he 

retreated behind the rock and waited. 

After a while, the rhinoceros emerged from the sea, feeling refreshed and 

happy. He climbed into his smooth grey suit and did up the three buttons.  

You know what it feels like to get crumbs in the bed, don’t you? Or a little bit of 

gravel in your sock! Well it wasn’t long before the prickly, tickly cake crumbs in 

his clothes began to make the rhinoceros feel very uncomfortable indeed. 

He growled and began to roll around on the beach trying to get rid of the 

scratchy feeling in his suit. He rolled around so much that the three buttons 

came off. He rubbed up against a palm tree, trying to stop the itchy sensation, 

and gradually, his suit began to get rumpled and crumpled, wrinkled and crinkled, 

until it was no longer a smooth, shiny grey suit but creased and wrinkled just 

like the skin you see on a rhinoceros today. And that is how it happened, Best 

Beloved – that is how the rhinoceros got his skin.  



Comprehension: 

1) What is the man’s name in the story and where does he come from? 

2) Which sea did the man live closest to? 

3) What did the man look forward to each week? 

4) Did he enjoy his cakes? How do you know? 

5) Can you name 5 tropical fruits? 

6) What was the man going to have for his supper that day? 

7) What does the word wafted mean? Can you think of another word that 

means the same? 

8) ‘The Rhinoceros ‘lumbered’ over to the stove’. What does the word 

Lumbered mean? Explain how the rhinoceros moved (what does lumbering 

look like?) 

9) Describe what you think the rhinoceros’s face looks like, use the text to 

help you. 

10) How do we know that the man was angry? 

11) What ingredients did the man say he had used in his cake? 

12) Where does the rhinoceros leave his top coat when he goes for a swim? 

13) Describe the cake crumbs that the man put in to the rhinoceros’s suit. 

14) Find four words that describe how the crumbs, in the rhinoceros’s suit, 

made him feel. 

15) Do you think the rhinoceros deserved what he got and what happened to 

him? Why/why not? 

The ‘Just So’ stories were told and written to explain how or why something was 

like it was. They helped people to understand why a rhinoceros has wrinkly skin, 

or why an elephant has a long trunk, why a leopard has spots or even why a 

turtle has a hard shell.  

Your task is to think of an elephant and the fact that it has a long bendy trunk. 

How do you think it could have got its trunk?   

 Try and think about where elephants come from (which country is it 

from?) 

 Think about how it may have got its trunk. Other animals have noses but 

the elephants is quite unique. It helps the elephant bathe itself. It can 

pick things up with it. It can reach up high with it.  

 You can use any setting you want. 



 You can use some modern day thinking or items. (Things that were not 

invented in early days but that we use every day – paints, media, and cars) 

don’t think that you cannot use things that were not invented long ago- 

these can add to your version of a just so story about how the elephant 

got its trunk.  

 Try to make your story appealing to other children. We can share these.  

Write your very own ‘just so’ story all about the elephant and how it 

got its trunk. Keep it short and simple.  Try to explain in your own 

way how the elephant got its trunk. Remember to have a setting and 

a series of events that lead up to your elephant getting its trunk. 

Have and an ending that says “and that is why the elephant has a trunk/ 

and that is how the elephant got its trunk.  

SPELLINGS:  

division       intrusion       collision       decision      evasion        corrosion     

comprehension       conclusion        extension   explosion. 

All your spellings have the ‘sion’ pattern at the end. This is called a suffix. Use 

look, cover, write and check with all 10 words. Then write each one into a 

sentence. Try to make your sentences a bit funny. E.g. Two boys were arguing 

about which football team should be in the premier league, when one boys mum 

said “I know all of this division stuff is really difficult…I remember doing it at 

school!” 

Here are some definitions of the words if you are unsure: 

division:  a mathematical term for sharing. Separating something into smaller 

groups (There are 4 different divisions of football clubs) 

intrusion: To enter into or interfere with something when uninvited ( when 

somebody walks into your space) 

collision: When one thing strikes another.(cars in an accident may have a 

collision) 

decision: making a choice.(do I decide to have red or blue shoes) 



evasion: to avoid something and takes steps to stay out of its way. (I may evade 

my times tables tests by doing something else instead) 

corrosion: corrosion is what happens to metals when chemicals change the state 

of the metal, they gradually make it break up or rot. 

comprehension: Understanding and being able to answer questions about 

something  

conclusion: the wrapping up of a topic, report or subject. 

extension: part of a building that has been made bigger, an added task for 

people to complete, anything that makes something longer or bigger (you may 

have extensions in your hair) 

explosion: a violent shattering or blowing apart of something, as is caused by a 

bomb. 

 

 

MORE SPAG (spelling punctuation and 

grammar) 

 

 



 

 



Chose one ridiculous sentence from the first box. Then add a conjunction from 

the second box and finish the sentence. E.G. I can turn invisible, though my 

shadow always seems to give me away.   

 

I can turn invisible (first box)  

though (second box) 

my shadow always seems to give me away (finish off the sentence) 

How many sentences can you make? There is a possibility of making 20.  

 

Here is another ‘just so’ story to read: 

How the camel got its Hump 

In the beginning of years, when the world was so new. The animals were just 

beginning to work for Man. There was a camel, he lived in the middle of a 

howling desert because he did not want to work. He was a howler himself! 

All he did all day long was eat sticks and thorns and tamarisks and milkweed 

and prickles, He was the idlest animal. When anybody spoke to him all he 

ever said was ‘Humph!’ Just ‘Humph!’ and no more. 

One day a horse came to him with a saddle on his back and a bit in his 

mouth, and said: ‘Camel, O Camel, come out and trot like the rest of us.’ 

‘Humph!’ said the camel and the horse went away and told the man. 

Next a dog came to him, with a stick in his mouth, and said: ‘Camel, O 

Camel, come and fetch and carry like the rest of us.’ 

‘Humph!’ said the camel and the dog went away and told the man. 

Lastly an ox came to him, with the yoke on his neck and said: ‘Camel, O 

Camel, come and plough like the rest of us.’ 

‘Humph!’ said the camel and the ox went away and told the man. 

At the end of the day the man called the horse and the dog and the ox 

together, and said: ‘Three, O Three, I’m very sorry for you. (With the world 

so new-and-all) I believe that Humph-thing in the desert can’t work, or he 



would have been here by now helping you all. I will have to leave him alone 

but I am afraid that you must all work double time to make up for it.’ 

The three were very angry (with the world so new-and-all) so they held a 

palaver and an indaba and a punchayet and a pow-wow on the edge of the 

desert. Each of them voicing how very annoyed they were. The camel came 

by and stood chewing on milkweed, showing how very idle he was. He 

laughed at them and said ‘Humph!’ and went away again. 

 

Not long after there came along the Djinn in charge of all deserts, rolling in 

on a cloud of dust (Djinns always travel that way because it is magic). He 

stopped to join in the palaver and pow-pow with the three animals. 

‘Djinn of All Deserts,’ said the horse, ‘is it right for anyone to be idle, with 

the world so new-and-all?’ 

‘Certainly not,’ said the Djinn. 

 

‘Well,’ said the horse, ‘there’s a thing in the middle of your howling desert 

with a long neck and long legs, and he hasn’t done a stroke of work since 

Monday morning. He won’t trot.’ 

‘Whew!’ said the Djinn, whistling, ‘that’s my camel, for all the gold in 

Arabia! What does he say about it?’ 

‘He says “Humph!” said the dog, ‘and he won’t fetch and carry.’ 

‘Does he say anything else?’ 

‘Only “Humph!”, and he won’t plough,’ said the ox. 

‘Very good,’ said the Djinn. ‘I’ll humph him if you will kindly wait a 

minute.’ 

 

The Djinn rolled himself up in his dust-cloak, and took off across the desert. 

He found the camel most idle, looking at his own reflection in a pool of 

water. 

‘My long and bubbling friend,’ said the Djinn, ‘what’s this I hear of your 

doing no work, with the world so new-and-all?’ 

‘Humph!’ said the camel. 



The Djinn sat down, with his chin in his hand, and began to think a great 

magic, while the camel looked at his own reflection in the pool of water. 

‘You’ve given the other animals extra work ever since Monday morning, all 

on account of your idleness,’ said the Djinn; and he carried on thinking 

magic, with his chin in his hand. 

‘Humph!’ said the camel. 

‘I shouldn’t say that again if I were you,’ said the Djinn. ‘You might say it 

once too often. Bubbles, I want you to work.’ 

And the camel said ‘Humph!’ again; but no sooner had he said it than he saw 

his back, that he had been so proud of, was puffing up and puffing up into a 

great big lolloping humph. 

‘Do you see that?’ said the Djinn. ‘That’s your very own humph that you’ve 

brought upon your very own self by not working. Today is Thursday, and 

you’ve done no work since Monday, when the work began. Now you are 

going to work.’ 

‘How can I?’ said the camel, ‘with this humph on my back?’ 

‘That’s why I made the humph like that,’ said the Djinn, ‘because you missed 

those three days, you will be able to work now for three days without eating. 

You can live on your humph’  

The camel went away to join the three animals and took his Humph with 

him. From that day to this the camel always wears a humph (we call it 

‘hump’ now, not to hurt his feelings) He has never caught up with the three 

days of work that he did not do at the beginning of the world, so his hump 

still remains. 

Comprehension questions: 

1) When does this story take place? 

2) Why do you think the desert was called howling, explain your thinking? 

3) What did the camel eat all day? 

4) What did the camel say? Did he say anything else? 

5) The horse had a bit in its mouth what do you think a bit is and why do you 

think they are used? 

6) What did the horse want the camel to do? 



7) What did the dog want the camel to do? 

8) What is an ox and where might you find one?  

9)  The ox had a yoke on its neck find the definition of what a yoke is. 

10) What is the difference between a yoke and a yolk? 

11) Why did the animals have to work double time? 

12)  Do you think the animals were happy about working double time? How can 

you tell, use the text to answer this. 

13) What do you think a Djinn is and why do you think it rolls in on a cloud of 

dust? 

14) What does Arabia have a lot of and how do you know? 

15) What was the camel doing when Djinn caught up with him? 

16) What happened to the camel’s lovely back? 

17) Why does the camel have a hump? What does it help him do?  

Writing task 2  

Your task now is to improve the next story.   It is supposed to be a just so 

story. BUT IT NEEDS YOUR HELP TO MAKE IT BETTER.  

Re- write the first two paragraphs of the story. Add lots more adjectives. 

Improve the setting description.   

-Think about what might be in the field.  

-If there is grass, what sort of grass, how might it move and why?  

-Are there any trees in the field?  

-Can you hear any birds singing? 

-Are there any flowers, if so what colours are they how tall are they, do they 

smell? 

- we know it is sunny, but can you use a simile to describe the weather?  

- what were the horses like? 

-What was the mouse like? How did he talk? Can you include how he moves? 

Remember all the stories you have written in school. Remember when we read Varjak 

Paw and how each time he went somewhere different the author described it really well 



so that we knew what it was like for Varjak. The author told us all the details that 

helped us to build a picture of what it was like for Varjak and where he was. He 

included smells, sounds, sights, tastes and even feel. (you did too in your writing) 

How the Zebra Got its stripes 

Once there was a field. It had grass in it and a wooden picket fence (one with 

gaps in and bits of wood across the top) all the way around it. It was in a very 

hot country.  

In the field lived a bunch of white horses. The horses were very hot and could 

only get cool by laying in the grass. There was also a field mouse in the field. He 

told the horses they must be careful that they do not fall asleep too near to 

the fence as this was where the mice all lived.  

One of the horses did not listen, he thought that it was cooler by the fence so 

he lay down and went to sleep, he nearly squashed a family of mice.  

It was very sunny that day. The mice were very angry with the horse because 

the horse had destroyed their home. They built a new home and sang as they did 

it. 

The horse dreamed in his sleep. He dreamed that he was somewhere cool and 

that little furry creatures were singing to him. (He did not realise that the mice 

were singing while they built their new home) He slept for a very long time. He 

turned over a few times in his sleep. Some very loud shouting, singing and 

laughing woke him up (The mice were having a house warming party!). He jumped 

up and went to join the other horses.  

The horses all laughed at him and started to point. He looked at himself to see 

what they were laughing at. He had stripes all over his body.  

You see when he fell asleep near the fence, parts of the fence formed a shadow 

(the fence was made of wood and the light could not go through the wood- so it 

made a shadow) the rest of his body was getting sunburned. So when he woke up 

the part of his body that was sunburned had turned black and the parts of his 

body that were in the shade stayed white. 

And that, my friends, is how the zebra got its stripes. 

REMEMBER TO ONLY IMPROVE THE FIRST TWO PARAGRAPHS! 



 SCIENCE: 

Animals and all living things. 

Animals fall into 5 groups. These groups are: mammals, birds, reptiles, fish and 

amphibians.  Here are some definitions for each group. This will help you to 

classify (sort) animals into groups. 

MAMMALS 

-Breathes air with lungs 

 - Has a backbone 

- Grows hair at some point during its life.  

- All female mammals have glands that can produce milk.  

- Mammals are among the most intelligent of all living creatures. 

- Mammals give birth to live young (they do NOT lay eggs) 

- Mammals include a wide variety of animals, from cats to humans to whales. There are about 5,000 

species, or kinds, of living mammal 

BIRDS 
-They are warm-blooded 

-Egg-laying 

-Have a backbone  

-Have feathers and wings. 

REPTILES 
-Most reptiles also have protective scales 

-They are normally cold blooded, scale covered, egg laying creatures. Some examples of reptiles are 

snakes, lizards, and alligators.  

AMPHIBIANS 

-Live on land and in water.  

-Webbed feet. 

-Breathe with lungs and gills. 

-Cold-blooded. 

-Moist, smooth skin - No hair or fur.  

-Lay many eggs at a time.  



FISH 

-Breathe underwater using gills 

-Live underwater 

-Have scales and fins 

-Cold-blooded 

-Lay many eggs 

 

 

 

WARM VS COLD BLOODED 

 
Warm Blooded means: 

Mammals and birds are warm-blooded, which means that they can make their own body heat even 

when it is cold outside. Whether it is sunny and hot outside or there is a snowstorm and it is very 

cold, warm-blooded animals have body temperatures that usually stay the same.  

BODY TEMP STAYS THE SAME 

 

Cold blooded means: 

Cold-blooded animals, like reptiles, amphibians, and fish, become hotter and colder, depending on 

the temperature outside. For example, when the sun sets at night, their bodies are cooler because it 

is less warm outside. When the sun is out, however, their bodies soak up the heat and become 

warmer. 

BODY TEMP DEPENDS ON WEATHER 

 

 

 

Keep going! 

 

 

 

 

Here are some pictures of animals. Your tasks is to group them into the five groups. 

You can (if you have a printer!) print these off, cut them out and stick them into 

groups. Or you can draw the animals and put them into groups. If you find drawing 



difficult and you don’t have a printer- then draw a table (like the ones we always use 

in science) and write the names of the animals in the correct columns. 

See if you can think of any other animals that you could classify. Can you add at 

least 3 more to each Type of animal? 

 

YOUR TABLE COULD LOOK LIKE THIS – IF YOU ARE DRAWING A TABLE! 

MAMMALS BIRDS REPTILES FISH AMPHIBIANS 

     

     

     

     

 

 

 

 



Animals can also be classified (or grouped) into 3 other groups…. 

Carnivore, herbivore or omnivore! 

As well as being able to group an animal into one of the 5 types of living things we can 

classify them yet again (group them again- to make it easier to identify the animal). This 

time we can group them into 3 other main groups. These groups are: 

 

Carnivore:  

A carnivore is an animal that eats meat / fish / other animals.  For example lions eat zebras, bears 

eat fish, birds eat worms 

Herbivore: 

An herbivore is an animal that eats plants (think of the word herb- a herb is a plant). For example 

cows eat grass, rabbits eat greens. 

Omnivore: 

An Omnivore is an animal that will eat both plants and meat. For example bears eat fish and also 

grass, hedgehogs eat worms and also seeds and young plants) 

 

Can you now group the animals, from the picture above, into three groups? 

Group 1 = carnivores. Group 2 = herbivores. Group 3 = omnivores. Are there 

any animals you are not sure about? Use a simple chart like we would normally 

in science. Like this… 

Carnivores Herbivores Omnivores. 

   
   

   
   

 

 

Nearly there! 

 

 

 

 



Here are some pictures of some things I found in my garden and at home.  

 

A black beetle and a spider (with its white egg sack – hiding in the ground) 

 

Woodlice found under a log 



 

 

Garden snails found under an old sink I use as a planter. 

 



A slug found under bushy wide leaf plant. 

 

An ant carrying rotting leaves back to its home. 

 

A fly waiting for some food to drop from the bird feeder above it. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The gold fish in my pond. (The net is over the pond to protect the fish from any 

herons that may come and hunt them) 

 

This moth is just starting to eat its way through the plant leaf it is on! 

 



 

 

This baby robin is eating the fat balls, bird seed and meal worms that are on 

the feeder. 

 

This is my cat ‘Touloose’ he is sitting at the top of the stairs at the moment. 

Later he will be in the garden chasing the birds and eating any mice he catches 

from the field behind where I live.  



 

Can you choose at least 5 of these (one from each group) and write a little bit 

about each one under a picture of it. (Again if you can print it off and cut it out 

then please do. If not then draw your own version of it.) It should look 

something like this! 

 

  This is a fly. It is an omnivore because it eats nectar from plants but it 

will also eat animal blood and rotting food.  

R.E : 

Watch the story of Noah’s Ark. You may have heard about it before. Just click 

on the link below or find ‘the beginners bible’ on youtube and type in the story 

of Noah. (it lasts about 25minutes) 

RE - story of Noah's ark  

https://youtu.be/Ni1Y_ZHG-es 

 

Your task is to draw a comic strip of this biblical story. (Remember 

the comic strip we did in school for the story of Christmas). Turn 

your page sideways (landscape) and split it into about 8 sections. 

Draw the pictures at the top and remember to have a bit of the 

story under each picture. Like this: 

PICTURE PICTURE PICTURE PICTURE 

 

 

 

WRITING WRITING WRITING WRITING 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Ni1Y_ZHG-es


PHSE/ RE:  

Noah never gave up hope. He trusted in God and knew that if he did 

the right thing then everything would be alright.  

Imagine that one of your school friends or teachers was finding it 

very hard to cope right now. They have given up hope. They are 

struggling to believe that things will go back to normal. 

They are worried about this virus. They are afraid to go outside. 

They cry and don’t want to do the things that they normally do. 

Write a note to your friend.  

-What words of comfort could you put in there?  

-What would you say to your friend to make them feel that they are 

not alone? 

- How could you encourage your friend to start talking to people 

again, or start going out?  

-What message would you send?  

-How would you get your friend to write back?   

MUSIC 

Click on the following link. This is a lovely sing-a-long tune that all the family can 

sing along together. While you are thinking of this try to imagine how big the 

ark was that Noah built. How many rooms would he need? How many animals did 

he take into the ark? (don’t forget that there are more than one type of cat.)  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-the-animals-went-

in-two-by-two/zr88bdm 

Maths next… 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-the-animals-went-in-two-by-two/zr88bdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-the-animals-went-in-two-by-two/zr88bdm


 

Properties are things that make something what they 

are: e.g. a triangle has 3 interior angles, 3 sides 

that’s what makes it a triangle and not a square! 



 

 



 

 

Now try this 



Maths create your own 3D animal models. Visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InSf-Fu8tTk 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InSf-Fu8tTk


 

 
Check out https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9lUAN-5ntvA&t=88s for some more fun 3 D animals. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9lUAN-5ntvA&t=88s


 

 

 

Lastly… 



There is a separate quiz for you and 

your family to do this week…it’s just a 

bit of fun but everyone in the family 

can have a go.  

Let us know if you enjoyed doing it. E-

mail us on the year 4 web site. If we 

get lots of e-mails we will do more. 

Keep safe and have fun! 


