
  

    
  

  
  

  
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            20th March 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As you will be aware, the Government has announced that all schools in England will close 
temporarily for the vast majority of children from end of the day on Friday 20th March. This 
decision has been taken on the advice of medical and scientific experts in order to manage 
the spread of COVID-19 and relieve pressure on the health care system. 
 
As a country, we all need to do what we can to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 
That is why the government has given clear guidance on self-isolation, household 
isolation and social distancing. The most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the 

spread of COVID-19 is clear. If children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the 
chance of the virus spreading. That is why the government has asked parents to keep their 
children at home, wherever possible, and asked schools to remain open only for those 
children who absolutely need to attend. 
 
From Monday 23rd March, the vast majority of pupils’ education will continue from home. 

 
Children of Keyworkers: 

 
We will provide a limited child-care provision for children of keyworkers who do not have 
alternative child care arrangement. Please see list of key workers in the link below. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-
provision 
Many parents working in these sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. 
Every child who can be safely cared for at home should be. 
 
Please, therefore, follow these key principles: 
 

 If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be. 

 If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has a parent who is a keyworker, 
then educational provision will be available for them. 

 Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the 
stringent social distancing category such as grandparents, friends, or family 
members with underlying conditions. 

 Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially 
in a way which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same 
social distancing principles as adults.  

 
All other children must remain at home and have very limited access to people other than 
family members who live in the same house as them. This is a very important strategy to 
slow down the spread so that the most vulnerable people in society can get the care they 
need. 
 
 
 
 

John Perry Primary School 
Charles Road 
Dagenham 
Essex 

RM10 8UR 
Tel: 020 8270 4622 
Email: office@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk 
Head Teacher: Mr W Pedro 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
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Vulnerable Families: 

 
There are some families who are working with social services and have a dedicated Social 
Worker. The school will be able to accommodate these children in school to make sure that 
they are safe and have the care they need. The school will be in regular contact with these 
children and families during school closure. 
 
Children entitled to Free School Meals:  
 

Barking and Dagenham Council is working with all schools and Public Health England to 
make sure we are providing the right provision in line with government expectations of 
schools. This includes, making sure that all children who entitled to Free School Meals are 
provided for.   
 
All families who are entitled to Free School Meals will be able to collect a packed lunch from 
the school on weekly on Wednesday between 11:00 and 13:00. The packed lunched will 
need to be collected from the dining hall. These children will not be in school.  
 
 
Home Learning Packs: 
 
Home Learning has been prepared for every child. Children will be able to access home 
learning from the school website. A separate letter with details on how to access these 
packs is enclosed with this letter. Teachers have also prepared list of home learning projects 
and other resources for your child to take home.  
 
I cannot stress enough the dangers of letting your child play unsupervised games online all 
day long. Not only is this highly addictive but it will result in mental health problems and 
difficult behaviour in the long run. You also need to carefully monitor their use of phones and 
social media. Because we know children love computer based learning, we have suggested 
lots of positive activities to do online. Your children have been given passwords to access 
some of these resources which will be more beneficial to your child’s development. 
 
Communication with the school: 
 
You will be able to contact the school on:  office@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk  
You will also be able to communicate with your child’s teacher on their Year Group email: 
 

 ARP@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk  

 nursery@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk  

 reception@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk  

 year1@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk  

 year2@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk  

 year3@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk  

 year4@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk  

 year5@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk  

 year6@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk  
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Length of Closure: 

 
This will depend on how successful we are as a country, in containing the spread of the 
virus. That is why it is important that everyone take this extremely seriously and limit social 
contact as much as possible. I cannot guarantee that the school will be able to open after the 
Easter Holidays. However, we will continue to be in touch with all families via the school 
office email. We will continue to provide work and resources to support home learning. 
 
We will update you on a regular basis with important information as we receive it. Please do 
regularly check the school’s website. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and for working with us in the weeks ahead. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

Mr Wayne Pedro 
Head Teacher 


