
 

 

John Perry Primary School 
Charles Road 
Dagenham 
Essex 
RM10 8UR 
Tel: 020 8270 4622 
Email: office@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk 
Head Teacher: Mr W Pedro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15/07//2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
In September, we’ll welcome all our pupils and staff back to school. The Government has stated that 
all pupils in all year groups need to return to school full time from the beginning of the Autumn term.  
 
Attendance Expectation: 
 
In March when the Covid19 outbreak was increasing, the Government made it clear that no parent 
would be penalised for their child’s non-attendance at school.  The Government has now announced 
that circumstances have changed and it is vital for all children to return to school.  
 
School attendance will therefore be compulsory again from the beginning of the Autumn 
term.  
 
Minimising the Covid19 risk: 
 
In order to prepare for all pupils to return full time from the start of the Autumn term, and in 
compliance with Health and Safety laws, essential measures have been put into place including: 
 

 A review of our existing Health and Safety Risk Assessment: Following the Government 
guidance, advice from the Local Authority and in consultation with Trade Unions, we have 
written and implemented a rigorous and detailed Risk Assessment in order to make the 
school site as safe as possible for pupils, parents and staff. The Risk Assessment will be 
published on the school website in the ‘About’ tab, ‘Covid19’ section, from Monday 20th July 

 A requirement that pupils, parents and staff who are ill stay at home 

 Robust hand hygiene: pupils and staff will be required to clean and sanitise their hands 
throughout the day 

 Respiratory hygiene: promote the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

 Enhanced cleaning arrangements 

 Reduced contact (as much as possible) between pupils by: 
 Grouping children together in Phases 
 Avoiding contact between Phases (wherever possible) 
 Arranging classrooms with forward facing desks in KS2 
 Staff maintaining distance from pupils and other staff wherever possible 
 Assemblies including Monday assemblies, Class Sharing and Celebration 

assemblies will be cancelled for the foreseeable future 
 
Managing confirmed cases of Covid19 in school: 
 
Schools have been advised to take swift action when they become aware that someone has tested 
positive for Covid19. It is a requirement that the school contacts the Local Health Protection Team to 
seek and follow advice.  
 
Once again, following the Government guidance, we have had to implement a lot of changes to 
maintain the safety of our site. These are as follows: 

 Staggered times to the day: please refer to previous letter sent on Wednesday 15th July for 
details 

 Staggered times for play and lunch time 

 Year 5 and Year 6 pupils will be allowed to walk to school and walk home on their own 
provided that the parent or carer has given written permission to the school 

 These are the items allowed to be brought in school: 

mailto:office@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk


 

 Coats 
 Book bags with only reading books and homework book. No stationery (pencil 

cases, pens, pencils, rubbers, etc) to be brought in 
 PE kit:  

 Early Years and KS1 children to bring it on a Monday and take it home on 
Friday to be washed 

 KS2 children to bring PE kits on the day that they do PE and to take it home 
on the same day to be washed 

 Packed lunch box 
 Reusable water bottle: to be brought in on Monday and to be taken home on 

Friday to be cleaned 
 Only Year 5 and 6 pupils, who have permission to walk home on their own, will be 

allowed to bring their mobile phones into school. Mobile phones must be handed 
to the teachers at the beginning of the day. Mobile phones cannot be used on 
school premises and will be confiscated if pupils flaunt this rule. These pupils will 
be prohibited from bringing mobile phones again 
 

All items must be clearly labelled with the child’s full name and class. The school will not be 
liable for any lost items.  

 
School uniform: from September pupils need to be wearing the full school uniform (refer to School 
Uniform policy on our school website).  
 
Travelling to and from school: Social distancing has significantly reduced available transport 
capacity. The Government has advised that parents, staff and pupils should walk or cycle to school 
if at all possible. Our bike shed will be back in operation for the storage of bicycles and scooters. 
Please ensure that your child’s bike or scooter is locked throughout the day. The school will not 
be liable for lost bicycles or scooters.  
 
Use of PPE: The Government advice is that the majority of staff and pupils will not require PPE. If 
you would like your child to wear PPE in school, please speak to a member of SLT.  
 
Changes to the Curriculum: We are aware of the challenges faced by many families trying to 
educate children during school closure. As much as the school has provided home learning 
resources, we are aware that the majority of parents are not teachers and cannot be expected to 
teach children in the same way as educators. We understand that children returning to school in 
September may have gaps in their learning. Our aim in the first term is to prioritise the mental 
wellbeing of our pupils together with learning that addresses gaps mainly in core subjects 
(Phonics, Reading, Writing and Mathematics). We will continue to provide a curriculum that is 
broad and balanced in which pupils will be taught a range of subjects. Please refer to our 
Curriculum Overview for the Autumn and Spring 1 terms on our school website; you can find it 
under the ‘About’ tab in the Covid19 section. 
 
Contingency planning for outbreaks: In the event of a partial or full school closure, children will be 
able to access a secure online learning platform that will be consistently used across the school to 
allow interaction, assessment and feedback. Further details will be shared with parents, carers and 
children in September.  
 
I would like to wish you an enjoyable and safe summer break. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mr W. Pedro 
Head Teacher 

 
 


