
Home learning for year 4 w/c 13th July 

 

The Singing Ringing Tree (it’s a bit of a longer story than before)  

There was once a beautiful princess who had shining black hair that rippled down her back 

in waves, smooth brown skin and eyes as dark as the night sky. Poems were written to 

honour her beauty, and birds would stop singing in astonishment as she walked past. Just 

about everyone who met her fell instantly in love.  

But all this attention had made the princess very proud and selfish. She had become quite 

bored by all the adoration and took it for granted that everyone wanted to marry her. She 

had lost count of the offers of marriage she had received and had turned them all down. 

There was one prince, though who would not give up. He was so sure he loved the princess, 

and that he couldn’t possibly live without her, that he decided to risk her scorn and ask 

again.  

He brought her a gift of pearls, which as everyone knows are made from the tears of a 

mermaid and are very rare indeed for mermaids hardly ever cry. But the princess looked 

down her nose at them.  

“I already have pearls,” she said. “Bring me the singing ringing tree- then I might think about 

marrying you.” 

The prince sighed. He knew about the singing ringing tree, a magical tree with leaves of 

glass that rang with music for those with love in their hearts. And he knew how much 

hardship he must go through to find it and bring it back for the princess. 

But find it he would, without question. He bowed low to the princess, who sniffed and turned 

her back on him.  

The prince saddled his horse and set off immediately, travelling west. He rode for three days 

and three nights, through a dark forest and across a barren plain, where a chill wind blew 

endlessly. Beyond the plain was a place of bleak mountains and bare thorn trees. 

The prince dismounted and led his horse through a sort of gateway in the rocks and 

down a shingly path.  

And then, quite suddenly, there it was: the singing ringing tree. It stood in a shaft of 

sunlight, which made its glass leaves sparkle, a thing of beauty against the craggy 

rocks.  

The prince was delighted- his quest hadn’t been as difficult as he had feared it would 

be. He ran towards the tree and at his approach it began to tinkle and sing in 

response to the love in his heart. 

But before he could touch it, a creature appeared from nowhere, dancing around the 

prince’s legs. It was an evil little goblin, covered all over in course rough hair, and it 

had hooves instead of feet. His yellow eyes flashed with spite and anger and he 

shouted at the prince, “Stop right there! That tree is mine and no one shall have it! This is my 

kingdom and everything belongs to me!” 



The goblin came closer and thrust his face up at the prince. “I know why you’ve come,” he 

said in a mocking voice. “You’ve fallen in love and your princess wants the singing ringing 

tree.” 

The prince nodded. “And if you saw her, you would understand,” he said. “She is the most 

beautiful girl I have ever seen.” 

The goblin smiled a mean little smile and put his hand mockingly on his heart. “I could never 

resist a love story,” he said. “You may take my tree, my friend.” 

“Thank you so much,” said the prince. “Please let me reward you for your generosity.” 

“Oh I will, I will!” said the goblin, laughing to himself. “You may take the tree – but there is 

one condition. If your beautiful princess should fail to fall in love with you, then I will 

transform you both into whatever form I choose, and you will be compelled to return here 

and spend the rest of your days under my spell!” 

Well, the prince wanted to marry the princess so very much and, rather foolishly, he was 

sure that now he had the singing ringing tree, she was bound to fall in love with him. So he 

gave the goblin his word. He took the little tree and tied it securely to his horse’s saddle. 

The prince set out once again on the long and lonely journey back to the palace. As he rode 

away his heart was cheered by the sound of the tree’s glass leaves tinkling out their beautiful 

music.  

After three days and nights of travel he knelt before the princess, amazed once again at how 

beautiful she was, and presented her with the singing ringing tree.  

The princess grabbed it from him without a word of thanks. Now that she had her heart’s 

desire, she had quite forgotten that the prince wanted to marry her. 

She ran out into the palace gardens. There was a pool with a fountain below the princess’ 

bedroom window, and she immediately gave orders that the royal gardener should fill in the 

fountain with earth from the garden, and plant the tree there, where she could hear it sing. 

“But your highness,” said the gardener, “what about the fish in the pool?” 

“Oh I don’t care about them!” said the princess. 

And so the singing ringing tree was put in place. The sunlight sparkled on its glassy leaves- 

but it was completely silent.  

The prince was bowed down with grief. The princess did not love him. What a fool he had 

been to fall so completely in love with someone who had no thought or feeling for anything 

other than herself. Already he could feel the evil little goblin’s spell flowing through him, 

drawing him back to the thorny rocky kingdom. He lay down at the foot of the silent singing 

ringing tree and tell into a troubled sleep, full of wild and frightening dreams, 

He awoke, in the early morning, feeling very strange indeed. He opened his eyes and saw 

that the harm he was resting on was covered in rough fur and ended with great curved black 

claws. He tried to get to his feet, but his body was far heavier than it had ever felt before and 

he fell down onto all fours. He walked like this, towards the palace, lumbering from side to 

side.  

The soldiers, guarding the palace doors, jumped to attention, pointing their spears at him, 

panic in their eyes. The prince was confused and opened his mouth to speak, “Don’t be 



afraid – it’s just me – the prince who brought the singing ringing tree!” But the sound that 

came out from his throat was a great deep rumbling growl. 

The goblin’s wicked magic had transformed the prince from a man into a great bear!  

As he stood in the gardens, the soldiers nervously backing away from him to the safety of 

the palace, he heard a terrible screaming and wailing coming from the princess’ bedroom 

window. All at once she came running out into the garden, distraught. Even through his bear 

eyes, the prince could see that she wasn’t quite the girl she had been the night before. Her 

smooth brown skin was course and grey in the morning sunlight, and her glossy black hair 

was tangled and straggly. She fell to her knees and covered her face with dry, scaly hands. 

The bear prince went to the princess’s side, wanting to calm her, for he knew straight away 

that her transformation too was the work of the evil goblin. He spoke quietly into her ear, his 

voice low and growling, but gentle. “We have to go, princess. Come with me.” 

The princess had no idea what was happening to her but she felt she couldn’t possibly stay 

at the palace, looking she did. She might as well go with this great hairy bear. She climbed 

on his back and buried her face in his fur. Together, the bear prince and the princess rode 

off through the palace gates and west towards the goblin’s kingdom. 

After three days and three nights the bear prince and princess arrived and were greeted by 

the cackles of the goblin. He was delighted to have them in his power and danced around 

them, triumphant. 

The princess was over whelmed with misery at the loss of her beauty. She thought it was the 

only thing she had and without it nothing else mattered. She lay in a cave on the stony 

ground and wept.  

The bear tried his best to comfort her but to no avail. He made her a bed of soft green moss 

and brought her nuts and sweet homey and berries to eat. At night he lay down outside the 

cave to keep the princess safe.  

Gradually, through her wretchedness, the princess began to notice his kindness. She saw 

how the birds came to him and perched on his great shaggy head, and how even the most 

timid of creatures, the deer and the rabbit and lizard, seemed to trust him.  

She began to think less about her own misery. There were no golden mirrors to remind her 

of her ruined beauty and it began to matter less and less. She began to help the bear collect 

food for them both.  

One day while she was collecting berries, she came across a unicorn caught in a thorn bush. 

The beautiful creature was stuck fast, its white coat torn and bleeding. The princess gently 

stroked its head and pulled away the brambles. She tore strips of silk from her dress and 

bound its wounds. The evil goblin, watching this scene from behind a rock, was enraged. He 

knew that if the princess’ heart were to become warmed with love she would no longer be in 

his power. And if she began to love the bear, then he too would be free of the goblin’s 

enchantment.  

The goblin muttered a spell beneath his breath, a cold wicked spell to freeze the ground and 

put ice back in her heart.  

The stream that ran past the cave where the princess sheltered immediately froze over. With 

horror she saw that a beautiful silver fish was trapped in the ice. Without hesitation, she took 

off one of her bejewelled shoes, walked across the frozen stream and broke the ice around 

the fish so that it could swim free. 



The goblin was furious. He stamped his hooves on the frosty ground and at once the cave 

collapsed in a heap. 

The princess cried out in horror and ran towards the cave. Her first thought was for the bear 

and she was terrified that he might be hurt. With a pang she realised that she loved him and 

that she must find him as soon as possible. She couldn’t see him in the collapsed cave, but 

she knew she must find him and be with him.  

The goblin was horrified- he could see what was unfolding before his wicked yellow eyes, 

and was determined to stop it.  

Again he stamped a hoof and a great torrent of water came gushing from the earth, flooding 

the ground and washing the princess away in a great wave. Just as it seemed certain that 

she would drown, she was suddenly lifted up and carried to safety by the great silver fish. 

The goblin screamed in rage and frustration. Again he struck the ground with his hoof and a 

great ring of flame leapt up around the princess. But at the very same moment the magical 

unicorn appeared by her side. The princess climbed onto the unicorns back and they soared 

up and over the flames to where the bear stood, outside the ring. The unicorn dropped the 

princess at the bear’s feet and the princess flung her arms around him. 

“Dear Bear,” she cried “thank goodness you are safe! I love you so much!” 

And with that, the fire died down, the waters rolled away and the frozen ground became 

covered with soft grass and spring flowers. With a terrible cry of fury the goblin was 

swallowed up by the earth. 

The princess realised that the great furry beast she was holding in her arms was the young 

prince who wanted to marry her, and he looked into her face, far lovelier than before 

because it was soft with love. 

The spell was broken. The two lovers made their way back to the palace. With no horse or 

evil enchantment to carry them it took far longer than three days and nights, and by the time 

they reached the palace they had planned their wedding, and named all the children they 

intended to have.  

And, as they walked through the gates of the palace, the air was filled with the music of the 

singing ringing tree. 

Comprehension 1: 

1) Describe what the princess looked like. 

2) What happened when the birds were astonished? 

3) What was the princess like? Was she nice? 

4) What did she think everyone wanted to do when they met her? 

5) What do you think scorn means? 

6) What does the author say pearls are? 

7) Why are they so rare? ( use the text to help) 

8) ‘She looked down her nose’ explain what you think this means. 

9) What did the princess want from the prince? 



10) What was the singing ringing tree like? (use the text to help) 

11) Why did the princess sniff, do you think she had a cold? 

12) What direction did the prince ride off in? 

13) How long did the prince travel for? 

14) What sort of forest did the prince travel through? 

15) What was the weather like across the plain? 

16) What do you think a shaft of sunlight is? 

17) Were the rocks around the singing ringing tree smooth? How do you 

know? 

18) What did the singing ringing tree do when the prince got near? 

19) Describe the goblin. (use the text to help) 

20) The goblin used a mocking voice and put his hand mockingly on his 

heart – do you think this was a kind thing to do? 

Comprehension 2: 

1) What one condition did the Goblin get the prince to agree to? 

2) Do you think the prince was wise to agree to this condition? Explain your 

reasoning. 

3) Did the princess have good manners? How do you know? (use the text to 

help you) 

4) What happened to the fish in the pool outside of the princess’ room? 

5) Why was the tree silent after it had been planted? 

6) The prince was very tired and went to sleep. Did he have a good night’s 

sleep? How do you know, explain your answer. 

7) What did the prince turn into overnight? 

8) Why were the soldiers afraid of the prince? 

9) What had the princess turned into overnight? 

10) Why didn’t the princess want to stay in the palace? 

11) What did the princess think was the only thing that mattered? 

12) What did bear do for her? 

13) How did the princess help the unicorn? 

14) Why was the goblin upset that the princess was helping the unicorn? 

15) The goblin cast his first spell, what did he do? 

16) How did the princess help the frozen fish? 

 



17) What happened to the goblin? 

18) Did the prince and princess ever get married? 

19) Do you think that the goblin will ever come back? 

Writing task 1: 

Imagine that you are the prince. You have heard about the singing ringing tree, 

but you have never seen it. Everyone in the kingdom knows about the tree and 

many people tell you that it is so beautiful. Nothing prepares you for what you 

see when you get to it. You get off your horse and tie it up. Then you walk 

around the rocks and there it is… 

Your task is to describe the singing ringing tree. Remember to include: 

 How tall and wide it is (is it tall and thin, spindly, thick and fat, bushy, 

sparse?) 

 What shape leaves it has if any! 

 Does it have flowers? 

 How wide is it? 

 What colours does it consist of? 

 What sort of music is it singing? 

 How does the light reflect/play/react with the tree and what it is 

singing? 

 Does it dance?  

Start your description with: I walked around the rock and there it stood… 

Writing task 2: 

Here are two different trees. One is very pretty full of glittery leaves, that 

tinkle in the breeze. The light shines through its petals and creates miniature 

rainbows which dance around the air surrounding it. The other one is very 

strange. It looks as if it has a face in its trunk. It is much older and lacks 

colour. Your task is to write about both trees. You can write two paragraphs; 

one about each tree if you wish. Or you can write two paragraphs but compare 

the two trees. What is the same what is different? Remember that the singing 



ringing tree sings. Do your trees sing, or do they cry?  Does the light dance 

around it? Or do the trees catch the light and keep it- not sharing with anyone.  

THE CHOICE IS YOURS! 

          

 

SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) 

Semi-colons and colons 

A semi-colon is a punctuation mark used to separate parts of a sentence. It is 

stronger than a comma but not as strong as a full stop. For example- 

Shirin loves Indian food; Marco prefers Italian food. 

A colon is often used to introduce a list, before someone speaks, or instead of a 

full stop. For example- 

He was freezing cold: the temperature was below zero.  

Fred said: “What are you doing here?” 

The larder contained: eggs, butter, flour, fruit and a dead mouse. 

 

 

 



Write out these sentences, putting a semi colon where you think they should go. 

1) It was spring the daffodils appeared almost overnight. 

2) I stood quietly on the platform soon the train would arrive 

3) Judy had not done her homework she would be in trouble 

4) Sue and Maureen chatted all afternoon they had not seen each other for 

years. 

Now write these out putting a colon where you think it should go.   

1) You will need the following two eggs, one kilo of flour and some milk. 

2) There was only one punishment possible death. 

3) Please note the rule no food allowed in the computer room. 

4) The referee shouted “get off the pitch!” 

Spellings: 

prejudice privilege profession programme Pronunciation 

queue recognise recommend relevant realise 

Use look, cover, write, check for all your spellings. Then put each spelling into a 

sentence. These spellings are often misspelt, so it is worth using little tricks to 

help you remember how to spell them! Try to think of ways to help you with this. 

Maths:

 



How to find a difference counting on or up 

 

 

 

How much change from £1.00 

 

James, Daniel and Lucy go to the shops. They each have £1 to spend. 

 

1. James bought a teddy bear and 

crayons, which cost 74p altogether.  

How much change does he need? 

            

                

___________________________ 

                 74                                                100 



 

 

 

 

2. Daniel bought a kite and a bag, these cost 81p.  How much 

change should he have? 

 

                  _______________________ 

  81     100 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Lucy bought sunglasses and a football, they 

cost 63p.  How much change should 

she have?                                                    

                            

     

 _______________________                     

                                     63     100 

How much change from £20.00.  

 

1. Amir bought a Jumanji game for £12.45.  

How much change will he receive from £20.00.  

 

________________________________ 

12.45     20.00 



 

2. Nula bought a skateboard for £ 13.50. 

 How much change will she receive from £20.00? 

 

 

13.50__________________________20.00 

 

3. Amira and Joseph went shopping together. They bought some socks for  

£ 16.75 

  How much change will they receive from £20.00?  

 

 

16.75_________________________20.00 

 

7) A school is raising money for charity. Their target is £500. So far they 

have raised £390. How much money do they now need to raise to meet 

their target? 

 

8) Mr and Mrs Happy are saving up for a family holiday. Their target is £620. 

So far they have saved £485. How much more do they need to save to 

have a family holiday?     

SCIENCE:  

 



We have learned about animals over the last few weeks. We know how to 

classify them into groups (mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish and birds). We 

know that some can be grouped into vertebrates and invertebrates. We have 

learned about food chains and how they start with a producer and end with a 

decomposer.  

This week we are looking more closely at animals. In particular how they are 

adapted to their habitat. To help an animal survive in their habitat, living things 

have developed special features to suit the place they live. These help them to 

survive in their habitat. Examples of adaptation are: 

 This is an otter. An otter has adapted to 

its habitat to help it survive. Examples of its adaptation are: 

 Eyes and nostrils can close under water 

 Feet are webbed to help it move in the water 

 Long whiskers feel vibrations in the water to help it find food. 

 Sharp claws to grip its food and tear it into bite size chunks.  

This is a squirrel. Examples of its adaptation are: 

 Long claws for gripping and helping it to climb 

 Strong teeth for opening nuts 

 A bushy tail to help it balance 



 This is a cactus in the desert. Examples of its 

adaptation are: 

 Very long roots to find water 

 Fleshy stems to store water in 

 Thin needle leaves they do not lose water – nor do need as much water as 

an oak, chestnut or cabbage would need. 

Now it is your turn to think about how 2 animals have adapted to their habitats 

so that they survive. There are 2 pictures of animals below. There are also some 

adaptation features. The features are all mixed up. Some belong to animal 1 

some belong to animal 2. Your task is to read the adaptation features and then 

decide which animal they belong to. You can either cut out the pictures or stick 

them or you can draw your own. Then label the pictures with the features 

pointing to the right adaptations. 

For example:  

                                                A squirrel 

 

  

Bushy tail for 

help with 

balance Sharp 

teeth to 

crack nuts 

Long claws to 

help climb and 

grip 



One of your animals lives in the desert where it is very hot and sandy the other 

animal lives in the North Pole where it is very cold even in the summer.  

                  

 

                      

                                          This is a desert rat. 

 

 

 

                 

                            This is a seal 

 



Here are the adaptation features. Chose which ones you think go with which 

animal and label your picture to show this. (Don’t forget they are muddled up- so 

you will have to do some detective work and look carefully for the clues)  

 Webbed feet to help them through water 

 Large ears to help lose heat from their body 

 Oily fur to keep them waterproof 

 Good hearing and sight help to be active at night 

 Small ears to stop heat loss 

 Active at night when the temperature is cool 

 Streamlined body helps with swimming 

 Thin fur to keep body heat in at night 

 Layers of fat keep the body warm 

 Long tail helps with balance and large toes stop it sinking in the sand. 

Here is a list of other adaptations. They belong to: a frog, a woodlouse and a 

fish. Your task is to identify which animal you think they apply to. (These ones 

are not so mixed up- so it’s easier to group them and all you have to do is think 

of an animal that has all of the features from one of your groups!) When you 

have grouped them then either, draw your animal or write the name of your 

animal – then list its adaptations underneath it in a paragraph. You need to 

explain clearly how each adaptation helps the animal survive.  

 Gills let it breathe in water 

 The body picks up vibrations in the water which help this creature to 

avoid danger 

 Fins help it to move and balance 

 Streamlined body shape helps it cut through water quickly and easily 

 Sensitive areas can detect food by smelling over long distances.  

 Eyes and nostrils lie above the water when this creature is swimming 

 Sensitive area (eyes, nose, skin) can pick up vibrations in the water 

 Powerful hind legs are good for swimming and leaping 

 Wide mouth and sticky tongue good for catching flying insects 

 Lungs allow for fast breathing 

 Moist skin allows oxygen to pass through 

 Webbed feet help with swimming 

 Flat body can crawl under stones and wood 

 Large antennae can detect vibrations of predators 

 Protective plate stops it drying out 

 Can curl into a ball for protection 



Geography: 

Geography can be a study of the world, the countries, the capital cities, the 

continents, the land or the seas. It can also be about human aspects, like how 

many people live in a specific area, what their lifestyle is like, what places of 

interest there are nearby, what sort of foods they eat, what sort of 

customs/traditions they follow and how humans in general treat the area that 

they live in.  

Think about where our school is and what surrounds it. Imagine that you are 

creating a brochure (a picture and information booklet) all about our area. 

Imagine that you want people to visit our school and the area around it. Imagine 

that you are trying to sell a home near to the school. Your task is to create a 

colourful and informative brochure about the area around our school. Top tips 

for this task: 

 Make it colourful 

 Include some pictures 

 Tell people all about the good things and make them seem bigger and 

better than anywhere else.  

 Include all the positives  

–    Good transport links- 20 minutes from central London,  

- Beautiful countryside surrounding the area (the chase, Dagenham 

park) 

- Handy shops nearby  

- The River Beam 

- Westfield shopping just a short distance away 

- Clean streets and friendly diverse range of people 

 Try to have a mixture of writing and pictures.  

Here is an example of what your brochure could look like.  



 

 

 

PHSE: Try one of these activities each day! Do them as a family. 

 

 



 

We particularly like the ‘think of something to be thankful for’ one. We are 

blessed and can be thankful for many things, but often we forget to say thank 

you because we take so many things for granted. When I woke up this morning I 

was thankful that I had had a good night’s sleep, I was thankful that the sun 

was shining, I was thankful that I had strawberries with my cereal and that 

they were very sweet, I was thankful that I could hear the birds singing and 

that all my family were safe and well.  

R.E. 

Many religions will say or recite prayers to their Gods. Prayer is a person’s way 

of keeping close to the God that they believe in. It is a comfort to many people 

(it makes them feel better) in times of trouble or sadness. Some people pray to 

their God for help and guidance. Others may pray to seek forgiveness (if they 

have done something wrong they want to put things right).  Here are some 

examples of prayers (some of you might know some of these) each one is a little 

bit different to the others. Some ask for help, some ask for forgiveness and 

others are for thanks. 

 



THANK YOU GOD! 

Thank you God for the world so sweet, 

Thank you God for the food we eat, 

Thank you, God for the birds that sing, 

Thank you, God, for everything!” 

HI! IT’S ME! 

Hi, it’s me, just come to pray 

And thank you for a fun-filled day! 

You’ve been with me, so I know you’ve seen 

All the great exciting things. 

But also when I’m sad or cross 

I know you love me, no matter what! 

So help me rest and go to sleep 

And feel the peace of your love for me. 

LORD IN HEAVEN 

Lord in heaven, hear my prayer, 

Keep me in your loving care. 

Be my guide in all I do. 

Bless all those who love me, too.” 

DEAR GOD! 

“Dear God, 

I’ve felt a bit sad today. 

Sometimes people say things that upset me. 

Sometimes I feel lonely at school. 

Sometimes I feel misunderstood by my mum and dad. 

Sometimes my feelings are all mixed up inside. 

Please make me feel better. 

Please make me sleep with good dreams. 

Please make a happier day tomorrow. 

 



 

The most well-known prayer is called the Lord’s Prayer. (That’s the one at the 

bottom of the page)  Your task is to write a prayer of your own. If you are NOT 

religious then write a letter to someone you trust (teacher, mum, dad, nan, 

grandad)  to express your thoughts.  

It can be a thankyou, a plea for help, a talk about your day, a discussion about 

how you feel or maybe you want someone to give you forgiveness (perhaps you 

have been unkind, or done something you should not have) 

 

ART: 

This week you have read the story about the singing ringing tree. You have 

learned about adaptation of animals for science and created a brochure to 

advertise our school area. For art you can get very creative. Your task is to 

create your very own 3D singing ringing tree. Try to imagine what your version 

of the singing ringing tree might look like.  

-You could make it out of old newspapers rolled up to create branches a trunk  

-you could make it out of bendy straws 

- you could use a twig you may find in your garden 

-you could use old metal coat hangers and bend them into a tree shape 

- you could make it with cardboard 

Think about how big you want to make it. Then think about what you would 

decorate it with. How will you make your tree sing? What will hang from it? 

What colours will you use?  

This can be a simple singing ringing tree or a very intricate and decorative tree. 

The choice is yours! When you have made it e-mail a picture of it to the year 4 

e-mail address and we can share it with everyone.  



  This singing ringing tree has been made 

with metal tubes! They stack on top of each other and when the wind blows 

through it it makes a tune.  

This tree has been made with twigs found in the 

garden. It looks very plain. When the branches are flicked it makes a sound like 

a guitar.  

 someone has painted this singing ringing tree onto a 

canvas, then they have made it 3D by sticking buttons on as leaves.  



 This tree has been created by painting the trunk 

and the branches, then adding hand prints (that have been drawn around, cut 

out) like they are leaves. 

This tree has a trunk and branches made of rolled 

up newspaper which has been painted brown. Then lots of really colourful leaves 

have been attached to it. 

 

HAVE FUN!!!! 


