
  

    
  

  
  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 7th December 2020 

New reading programme: Big Cat Books 

 

Dear Parent/ Carers, 

 

We are pleased to introduce to the children in Reception and Year One a brand new reading 

programme. The programme that we have chosen is Collins Big Cat. We have decided to follow this 

programme as the books are modern, varied and work alongside the phonic teaching that we use in 

school. This scheme also matches our teaching style and addresses our children’s needs. 

There is a variety of fiction, non-fiction and poetry within the range. Its progression is carefully 

planned out as the children work their way through the reading book bands. The children are 

regularly assessed in phonics and reading within Reception and KS1.  

The Big Cat books are a crucial tool to allow the children to practise their high frequency words such 

as ‘the, a, an’ and phonic sounds such as ‘ch,sh,th’ and allow parents and carers at home to see what 

sounds the children are working on at school. 

Within the range of books that are in the Big Cat programme, there are two types that you will start 

to see in the children’s home reading. Some of the books are called: 

 Big Cat Phonics -these are the ones that have specific sounds chosen for the children to 

practise. These can be found at the back of the books and on the inside covers. These books 

may have a lot of repeated words and sounds to practise. 

 

 Big Cat- these books match the phonic sounds of the reading band but may have topic words 

such as dinosaur names. They also have varied topics of interest- the ‘interest’ words and 

high frequency words can be found on the inside of the back cover. 

These books will be monitored regularly by the teachers and LSAs within the class. It will take a few 

weeks for the teacher and children to become fully familiar with the new reading programme. A 

record will be kept to ensure the books are being returned to school and a fine may be issued if the 

book is lost or damaged. 

I hope you enjoy exploring the new books with the children. Please continue to write comments in 

the home reading journals as it is a key communication between school and home. 

Yours sincerely,  

Miss Hoodless- English Lead 
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