
Phonics teaching - Statement of Intent 

At John Perry Primary, we value Reading as a key life skill and are dedicated to enabling our pupils to 

become lifelong readers. Phonics is a way if teaching reading where children are taught to read 

letters or groups of letters by saying the sound(s) they represent. Children can then start to read 

words by blending the sounds together to make a word. We believe that Phonics provides the 

foundation to make our children confident and fluent readers and writers. 

Phonics at John Perry follows the Department of Education approved scheme Letters and Sounds. 

This allows our phonics teaching and learning to be progressive from Nursery up to Year 2 as well as 

allowing children’s listening and speaking skills to develop. In Early Years and Key Stage 1, Phonics is 

taught through whole class teaching input and small group activities. Where extra intervention is 

necessary, this is provided for children throughout Early Years and Key Stages 1 and 2.  

There will always be a very small percentage of children for whom phonics does not work with their 

style of learning; in this instance, we will deliver an alternative scheme which enables those 

identified children to become fluent and confident readers alongside their peers, but focuses on a 

whole word approach as opposed to a segmenting and blending phonemes.   

There are six phases within the Letters and Sounds programme:  

Phase 1 – Activities are divided into seven aspects. Environmental Sounds, Instrumental Sounds, 

Body Sounds, Rhythm and Rhyme, Alliteration, Voice Sounds and finally Oral Blending and 

Segmenting. 

Phase 2 – Learning 19 letters of the alphabet and one sound for each. Blending sounds together to 

make words. Segmenting sounds into their separate sounds. Beginning to read simple captions. 

Phase 3 – The remaining 7 letters of the alphabet, one sound for each. Graphemes such as “ch”, 

“oo” and “th” representing the remaining phonemes not covered by single letters. Reading captions, 

sentences and questions. On completion of this phase, children will have learnt the “simple code”, 

i.e. one grapheme for each phoneme in the English language. 

Phase 4 – No new grapheme-phoneme correspondences are taught in this phase. Children learn to 

blend and segment longer words with adjacent consonants, e.g. swim, clap, jump. 

Phase 5 – Now we move on to the “complex code”. Children learn more graphemes for the 

phonemes which they already know, plus different ways of pronouncing the graphemes they already 

know. 

Phase 6 – Working on spelling, including prefixes and suffixes, doubling and dropping letters, etc. 

Alongside the direct teaching of Phonics, children have access to Big Cat Phonics books which 

support their level of phonetical development and encourage children to apply their new 

knowledge.   

Aims 

It is our aim at John Perry Primary for our children to: 

• Understand the intrinsic relationship between reading, writing and phonics and use the skills 

gained in Phonics to support and develop all areas of their learning   

• Become fluent readers by the end of Key Stage 1, being able to use and apply their 

knowledge of the 44 phonemes taught throughout EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 



• Continue to develop fluency and comprehension throughout Key Stage 2, applying their 

learnt phonetical knowledge to new and unfamiliar words across a range of curriculum areas  

• Understand and apply the various rules relating to plurals, suffixes, prefixes, doubling and 

dropping, consistently in their reading and writing 

• Use phonic specific language such as digraph, phoneme and grapheme with confidence. 

Useful Website Links 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters-and-sounds - Here you will find the 

document Letters and Sounds (the scheme used by EYFS and Key Stage 1 to teach early reading 

through sounds and decoding words).    

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-sample-materials-and-

training-video - this link will give you access to Phonics Screening Materials. These are resources for 

children who are due to complete the Phonics Screening Check at the end of Year 1.   

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ – A website with interactive games and support materials for 

children, which follows the progression of sounds in line with the Letters and Sounds scheme.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc - Phonics: How to pronounce pure sounds. This 

YouTube video shows how each of the 44 phonemes should be pronounced correctly along with 

giving example words to show context.   
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