
Cultural Capital 

Cultural capital can be measured against how well one is able to succeed academically and engage 
in wider society. That is why at John Perry Primary we have designed our curriculum so that it 
provides our pupils with varied and relevant learning that prepares them for the world. 

We understand that children have different starting points in life, whether that is academically, 
socially or emotionally but we strongly believe that this does not limit our children. Attitudes, 
beliefs and confidence are deciding factors that can stump or grow aspirations. Each child has  the 
ability to be successful. Our aim is to improve the aspirations of our pupils through their experience 
at John Perry, which will inspire and open their minds to show them that anything is possible and 
to gain the cultural capital they need to be successful. 

Combined with our approach to mental health and well-being, delivering a broad and deep 
curriculum, our character education and the school ethos and values, we believe that our children 
will gain the cultural capital they need to flourish and eventually become contributing members of 
our society, no matter what their starting point is. 

At John Perry, we create opportunities to improve our children’s cultural capital through the 
implementation of our curriculum. Just to name a few, here is a list of events where our children 
gain cultural capital in school: 

• Ballet lessons led by the Royal Ballet School in Year 3, with the opportunity for children to 
be selected to continue attending ballet lesson afterwards 

• Each year we celebrate Black History Month. We take this time to reflect on the 
significance of black people and the fairness and equality of our society and think about 
what this means for us today 

• Every year, we celebrate World Earth Day. We take this time to learn about the 
importance of our planet, the impact humans are making to it and the contributions we 
can make to make our planet better 

• We are delighted to participate in charity events like the Winter Reindeer Walk, where 
we raised over £2000 for local hospitals, or Red Nose Day 

• Special events such as Sports Day, which is celebrated every year, contributes to develop 
sportsmanship and ‘healthy competition’ so that children can derive joy from seeing their 
peers succeed 

• As an inclusive school where everybody is welcome, every year we are proud to organise 
special events and learning opportunities to celebrate Autism Week and Mental Health 
Day 

• Every week we hold a Word(s) of the Week assembly where we present a value, such as 
respect, tolerance or honesty, and a Celebration Assembly where our Stars or the Week 
are praised for representing these values 

• We value and encourage punctuality and attendance as ‘skills for life’ and we hold several 
special assemblies throughout the year to celebrate our children’s 100% attendance  

• We believe in developing our children’s sense of pride and confidence: that is why 
parents are invited to watch a weekly Sharing Assembly where children have the 
opportunity to share the learning that has taken place in or outside the classroom  

• As part of our Geography curriculum, we teach topics about current, topical global issues 
such as climate change and sustainability, recycling and renewable energy and human 
migration. Our pupils will reflect on the impact they have on the world and what this 
could mean for their own future 



• During History topics such as the Ancient Greeks and Egyptians, the Royal Family, World 

War II and the Romans, the children will learn about famous people from history, their 

significance and what they believed in and stood for 

• During our ‘Made in Dagenham’ topic in both History and Geography which runs through 
each phase, our children learn about the history and geography of the local area such as 
significant buildings, the local nature reserve, past and present industry and significant 
people who have links to Barking and Dagenham  

• Through PSHE we make time to discuss topical ideas such as stereotyping and mental 
health and well-being. We learn about a number of stereotypes such as gender, race and 
cultural. We also discuss the importance of looking after our mental health and well-
being well and what can affect it, along with showing empathy and tolerance towards 
those people suffering from mental health issues 


