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24th November 2021 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
  

At John Perry Primary, we recognise that improving our pupils’ literacy through 

reading is key to their success in English and many other subjects. Reading is a 

fundamental skill and the teaching of reading in school takes many forms.  

Parents’ role in the teaching of reading remains paramount to their child’s progress 

and this is highly valued by the school. It is always preferable to read and discuss 

less pages in more depth than whizz through an entire book without discussion 

around your child’s comprehension of what they have read. 

We are concerned that some of our pupils are not reading enough. Every child in 

the school has been given a Reading Journal. The purposes of these journals are: 

 To monitor the frequency and the level of support received when reading at 

home 

 To ensure that pupils are reading consistently and meaningfully outside of 

school hours 

 To broaden pupils’ cultural capital, that is, the essential knowledge that 

children need to be educated citizens 

 To expand vocabulary and embed grammatical features of the English 

language. 

We understand that you may find it challenging to sit down and read with or for your 

child at home. This could be simply because you don’t have the time or because 

you don’t know how to support your child with reading. However, reading with or to 

your child, or even just listening to your child read for 15 minutes every day makes 

an enormous difference to their ability to read fluently, develop their comprehension 

skills and acquire a love for reading.   

When reading with your child, please ensure that you complete the Reading Journal 

by writing the book title, the page(s) read and your initials or signature.  

It would be very useful for the adults working with your child in school if you could 

add a comment about your child’s reading ability. Please find below some suggested 

comments to write in the Reading Journal: 

 Read familiar words independently 

 Able to predict what happens next in the text 

 Showed good understanding of the text 

 Read with good expression 

 Worked out new words independently 

 Worked out new words by sounding them out 

 Discussed the story and characters well 

 Used good spoken expression 
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 Enjoyed reading this book a lot 

 Self-corrected own errors independently 

 Used the picture cues and the first sound of a word to work out words 

 Read with fluency and expression 

 Able to read this book, but with lots of prompting 

 Struggled to work out a lot of the vocabulary e.g chain, chop and chair 

 Struggled to retell the story 

If you are unsure as to when or how often your child is supposed to bring their 

Reading Journal to school or you would like further support with this, please speak 

to your child’s class teacher or contact them via the Year Group email (for instance, 

Year3@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk).  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Ms M. Cabero 

Deputy Head Teacher 
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