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What are SATs?

SATs are ‘Standard Assessment Tests’ 

that measure children's attainment in 

Reading, Grammar, Punctuation and 

Spelling, (GPS) and Mathematics at the 

end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6). 
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Test timetable for 2022:

The tests must be taken on the scheduled day.

Monday 9 May • English grammar, punctuation and 

spelling Paper 1: questions

• English grammar, punctuation and 

spelling Paper 2: spelling

Tuesday 10 May • English Reading: reading booklet 

and associated answer booklet

Wednesday 11 May • Mathematics Paper 1: Arithmetic

• Mathematics Paper 2: Reasoning

Thursday 12 May Mathematics Paper 3: Reasoning
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The purpose of SATs

 Provides the government with a standardised, consistent assessment of all 

pupils regardless of who their teacher was and where their school was.

 Gives you information about where your child is (academically).

 Gives you a comparison to see how much your child has progressed 

throughout their time in primary education.

 Informs secondary schools of academic ability and this information may be  

used for target setting.
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A child’s raw score (the number of marks they get) is 

converted into the scale score against 100. A score of 100 

will represent the expected standard that children should 

reach. Those scoring significantly over 100 (110 and above) 

will have been deemed to exceed the expected standard 

whilst those scoring less than 100 will have not reached the 

expected standard.

How will attainment be measured?

REMEMBER – ALL children are different. Our aim 

is to make sure all children learn and make 

progress throughout the time at primary school.
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In English, children will be tested in Reading comprehension, Spelling,

Punctuation and Grammar.

Writing is continuously assessed throughout the year. 

In Maths, the children will be tested in Arithmetic (calculations out of

context) and Reasoning (problem solving). There is no mental maths test. No

calculators are allowed.

What will be tested?
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SATS PAPERS
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Please visit the following websites if you would like to 

download or simply have a look at real SATs papers:

https://www.satspapers.org.uk/Page.aspx?TId=5

https://www.satspapersguide.co.uk/ks2-year-6-sats/ks2-

year-6-sats-papers/

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-

curriculum-assessments-practice-materials

https://www.satspapers.org.uk/Page.aspx?TId=5
https://www.satspapersguide.co.uk/ks2-year-6-sats/ks2-year-6-sats-papers/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials


ENGLISH

✓Punctuation and Grammar test, Spelling test.

✓Reading comprehension test.

✓Writing is assessed throughout the year by the 

class teacher (no test)
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The grammar, punctuation and spelling test focuses on knowing and 

applying grammatical terminology with the full range of punctuation tested. 

There are 2 papers: 

Paper 1: short answer questions to test grammatical and punctuation 

knowledge out of context. 45 minutes. Worth 50 marks in total.

Paper 2: spelling. A test transcript to be read by the test administrator and 

an answer booklet for pupils to complete 20 missing words. The test is 

expected to take approximately 15 minutes, but is not strictly timed. The 

questions are worth 20 marks in total.

The Grammar, Punctuation 

and Spelling Test:
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The Reading test:

The English reading test focuses on the comprehension elements of the 

national curriculum and includes a mixture of text genres. 

The test is designed so that the texts increase in their level of difficulty. 

The test consists of a reading booklet and a separate answer booklet.

Pupils will have 60 minutes to read the 3 texts in the reading booklet and 

complete the questions which are worth 50 marks in total. 

Pupils can approach the test as they choose, for example working 

through one text and answering the questions before moving on to the 

next. 
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THE ASPECTS OF READING 

TO BE ASSESSED

 Give /explain the meaning of words in context.

 Retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction and non-
fiction.

 Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph.

 Make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with evidence 
from the text.

 Predict what might happen from details stated and implied.

 Identify / explain how information / narrative content is related and contributes 
to meaning as a whole.

 Identify / explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and 
phrases.

 Make comparisons within the text.
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WRITING 

Three areas of focus:

Sentence structure and punctuation

Text structure and organisation

Composition and effect
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A pupil’s writing should meet all the statements within the standard at 

which they are judged. However, teachers can use their discretion to 

ensure that, on occasion, a particular weakness does not prevent an 

accurate judgement being made of a pupil’s attainment overall. A teacher’s 

professional judgement about whether the pupil has met the standard 

overall takes precedence. 



MATHS 

This test has three papers:

o Paper 1 – Arithmetic- 30 minutes (worth 40 marks) 

These questions aim to test the child’s ability in all 4 operations. This is a written test but 
they are required to use both mental and written skills.

➢ Questions types include

 adding and subtracting, long division and multiplication

 decimals and percentages

 complex calculations including with fractions

o Paper 2 and 3 Reasoning – 40 minutes each ( 35 marks per paper)

Many of the questions require the children to show their skill in mathematical

reasoning in a variety of situations.
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SCIENCE 

✓Science judgement is based on teacher 
assessment only – there is no SATs test

✓Every two years, selected schools will need to 
complete a KS2 Science ‘sampling’ SATs paper 
(2018, 2020, etc) – 5 children per school. Test to 
be administered during a two-week period from 
Monday 8th June 2020.

✓There will be no science sampling tests in the 
academic year 2021/22. 
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You will receive at end of Year 6...

SATs results for Reading, EGPS and Maths 

(including the pupil’s scared score and whether 

or not they met the expected standard)

Teacher Assessment in Writing and Science

These normally arrive in July and will be sent 

out with the end of year report.

The Results
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 Careful differentiation

 Smaller groups

 Booster groups

 Additional algebra, reading comprehension and EGPS 

lessons

 Homework

 ‘Mock’ SATs to familiarise children with real test 

conditions

What we doing in school to 

help your children
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What can you do to prepare your child?

✓ Revision – help your child to revise & practise 

skills.

✓ Daily reading and discussion about their books.

✓ Learn & practise spellings.

✓ Learn & practise times tables (forwards and 

backwards).

✓Ensure your child completes their homework.

(see leaflet with useful links)
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HOW TO REVISE

Concentrate on areas of weakness, not what they can 
do easily.

Short bursts (20minutes).

 Internet, apps

 Most importantly – don’t stress! Your child will be 
working hard in school and any extra they do at home 
should be enjoyable.
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Believe it or not….. Most

children actually enjoy SATs

week!
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