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      Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As you are aware, ‘Online Safety’ is an important part of keeping children 

safe at John Perry Primary School. All pupils are taught how to stay safe and 

behave appropriately online, but this approach is only successful if we work 

together and reinforce safe behaviour at home too.  

We understand that gaming can be a wonderful, fun and exciting experience 
for children and adults, however it is important that parents/carers manage 
the possible risks and take an active interest in their children’s online world 
as much as the offline one. 
 
It has come to our attention that the online gaming world ‘Metaverse’ is 
becoming popular with children. ‘Metaverse’ has been highlighted recently 
in the news and on the ‘Dispatches’ programme as an online virtual reality 
(VR) game that children – and some adults- can find disturbing. 
 
What is Metaverse? 

In the broadest sense, the metaverse is an online, 3D world where people 
can interact as digital characters just as they would in the real world. It is 
mainly accessed by using a virtual reality headset and downloading virtual 
and augmented reality apps for games, chatting, or just ‘hanging out’. 

What are the risks? 

In the ‘metaverse’, children and adults can mix in a predominantly 
unmoderated world, which increases the risk of children being groomed and 
victimised by those looking to harm and sexually exploit youth. 

What can parents do? 

Discuss how to get out of uncomfortable situations. Due to the immersive 

nature of ‘Metaverse’, it may be harder for children to ‘walk’ away from a 

situation or conversation. Reinforce with your child that you understand how 

quickly it is possible to encounter an inappropriate or problematic situation. 

Remind them that you want to know so you can support and help them. 
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Make gaming ‘family friendly’  

It may seem daunting, but one of the best things to do is to engage with your 

child’s gaming environment so that you can begin to understand what makes 

it so attractive to them.  

 

Talk with your child about the types of games that they are playing. If you’re 

not sure what they are or what is involved, ask them to show you how they 

play and why not have a go at them yourself; playing games together can 

often open opportunities to discuss safe behaviour online. Always check the 

age rating before allowing them to play. Video games are often rated due to 

violence, sexual content and unsuitable themes, so it is important to make 

informed choices before allowing your children to play games. 

 

Childnet, NSPCC, Think U Know and Internet Matters have some useful top 

tips and advice specifically for parents about gaming: 

http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/have-a-conversation 

http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/hot-topics/gaming 

http://www.internetmatters.org/advice/online-gaming 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/ 

www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-games/ 

Manage screen time 

Set boundaries for children online the same way as you do in the ‘real world.’ 

Don’t try to ban gaming; instead agree as a family how long they should play 

online for. Agree what the limits, expectations and consequences are before 

they start gaming. 

Childnet has some useful advice for parents about screen time boundaries:  

www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/hot-topics/screen-time-boundaries 

If you would like further support and advice regarding online safety, please 

contact the school office. We are always happy to help. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs Karen Langridge 

IT Lead and Deputy Safeguarding Lead 
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