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Aims:
1. What are SATs?
2. The tests
3. Assessment and reporting to parents 
4. How to help your child at home



What are SATs?
SATs (Standard Assessment Tests) are statutory national tests that children take twice 

during their primary school life. Firstly, at the end of Key Stage 1 (KS1) in Year 2, and then 

secondly, at the end of Key Stage 2 (KS2) in Year 6. These tests are actually known as End 

of Key Stage Tests and Assessments, but most people know them as SATs.

The government previously announced plans to scrap KS1 SATs but have since decided 
that the tests will take place in May 2023. Please speak to your child’s class teacher for the 

precise dates which apply to your child.

SATs will become optional from September 2023.

KS1 tests are assessed by teachers. This means that there is no external marking

The tests themselves tend to be fairly informal, so as not to create any undue pressure for 

pupils.



Teaching the Curriculum

Your child is being taught with the highest

expectations and teachers cover all

required elements of the curriculum, as in

any other year group.



KS1 SATS:

• Optional English grammar, punctuation and spelling 

(scores are not reported);

• Reading;

• Maths.

Writing and Science will be teacher assessed.

Sample papers can be found online: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-

practice-materials                 (scroll down to Key Stage 1 past papers section)

SATs  have to be administered 

during May but there are no set 

dates nationally – this will be a 

school decision.

There is a time guide but no 

strict time. Children can have a 

break during the test.

The tests can be administered 

to small groups, whole class or 

even one to one.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials


GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION AND SPELLING

This is an optional test (scores are not reported). 

Children taking Key Stage 1 tests will sit two separate papers in grammar, spelling 

and punctuation:

Paper 1: a 20-word spelling test taking approximately 15 minutes and worth 10 marks.

Paper 2: a grammar, punctuation and vocabulary test, in two sections of around 10 

minutes each (with a break between, if necessary), worth 20 marks. 

The results of this test can be used to inform their English writing teacher assessment.



SPELLING TEST – SAMPLE QUESTIONS

The person administering the test reads each sentence as written above 

(The word is faster. Hannah ran faster than Lee.)

The children then are given a few seconds to write the key word (for 

instance, ‘faster’ in the first sentence, ‘sunny’ in the second sentence, and 

so on).

The word is repeated once again after the children have written the key 

word in the sentence.



GRAMMAR, 
PUNCTUATION AND 
VOCABULARY TEST -
SAMPLE
QUESTIONS

This test involves 

a mixture 

different types of 

questions e.g. 

through multiple 

choice,  

matching and 

writing short 

answers.



READING TEST All pupils should be 

given the opportunity 

to attempt both 

papers, but 

administrators can stop 

individual pupils at any 

stage of the test if a 

pupil is struggling.



Reading test paper 1 - Sample

questions



READING 

TEST –

PAPER 2

Children will 

have the 

reading booklet 

in front of them 

– this is not a 

memory test!



MATHEMATICS

Children are not allowed to use any tools such as calculators or 

number lines.



SAMPLE

QUESTIONS
ARITHMETIC



REASONING



HOW WILL THE TESTS BE MARKED?

Although the tests are set externally, they are marked by teachers within the school.

Children are given a scaled score. Their raw score – the actual number of marks they get – is 
translated into a scaled score, where a score of 100 means the child is working at the expected 
standard.

A score below 100 indicates that the child needs more support, whereas a score of above 100 
suggests the child is working at a higher level than expected for their age. The maximum score 
possible is 115, and the minimum is 85.

Teacher assessments are also used to build up a picture of your child’s learning and 
achievements. In addition, your child will receive an overall result saying whether they have 
achieved the required standard in the tests (your child's actual results won't be communicated 
to you unless you ask for them).

https://www.theschoolrun.com/primary-school-grading-system-explained-for-parents


REPORTING AT THE END OF KS1

At the end of the year, the Year 2 children are assessed against 

the Assessment Framework (published by the DfE). The children 

have to achieve all the statements within the standard to 

achieve that grade, although there is more flexibility in Writing.

In Reading, Writing, Maths and Science the children could either 

be graded as:

• Pre-key stage standard

• WTS – working towards the expected standard

• EXS – working at the expected standard

• GDS – working at greater depth than the required standard 

(not in Science)

The grade is a reflection of the work your child has done over the year. 

The test is just a snapshot that helps us confirm those judgements.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740343/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_1_WEBHO.pdf


HELPING YOUR CHILD AT HOME



• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry about and 
that they should always just try their best. Praise and encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Support your child with any homework tasks.

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practise.

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they are reading 
(the character, the plot, their opinion).

• Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning!

How to Help Your Child

• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing 
to worry about and that they should always just try their best. Praise and 
encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Support your child with any homework tasks.

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to 
practise.

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) 
they are reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

• Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every 
morning!



Listening to your child read can take many forms:
• First and foremost, focus developing an enjoyment and love of reading.

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child is equally as important as listening to your 
child read.

• Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of time!

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the characters, their 
feelings and actions, how it makes you feel, predict what will happen and encourage your child 
to have their own opinions.

• Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the Internet or an app on a 
phone or tablet.

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve anything from 
fiction and non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football programmes, TV guides.

• Visit the local library - it’s free!

How to Help Your Child with Reading

Listening to your child read can take many forms:

• First and foremost, focus developing an enjoyment and love of reading.

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child is equally as important as listening to your 
child read.

• Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of time!

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the characters, their 
feelings and actions, how it makes you feel, predict what will happen and encourage your child 
to have their own opinions.

• Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the Internet or an app on a 
phone or tablet.

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve anything from 
fiction and non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football programmes, TV guides.

• Visit the local library - it’s free!

• Write a comment in your child’s Reading Journal. These comments are very valuable to the 
teacher as it indicates strengths and areas for development



• Practise and learn weekly spelling lists – make it fun!

• Encourage opportunities for writing, such as letters to family or friends, shopping lists, notes 
or reminders, stories or poems.

• Write together – be a good role model for writing.

• Encourage use of a dictionary to check spelling.

• Allow your child to use a computer for word processing, which will allow for editing and 
correcting of errors without lots of crossing out.

• Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good writing features when 
reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation).

• Show your appreciation: praise and encourage, even for small successes!

How to Help Your Child with Writing

• Practise and learn weekly spelling lists – make it fun!

• Encourage opportunities for writing, such as letters to family or friends, shopping lists, notes 
or reminders, stories or poems.

• Write together – be a good role model for writing.

• Encourage use of a dictionary to check spelling.

• Allow your child to use a computer for word processing, which will allow for editing and 
correcting of errors without lots of crossing out.

• Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good writing features when 
reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation).

• Show your appreciation: praise and encourage, even for small successes!



• Play times tables games.

• Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards and backwards.

• Encourage opportunities for telling the time.

• Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money e.g. finding amounts or calculating 
change when shopping.

• Look for numbers on street signs, car registrations and anywhere else.

• Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home.

• Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes.

• Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card games,
draughts or chess.

How to Help Your Child with Maths

• Play times tables games.

• Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards and 
backwards.

• Encourage opportunities for telling the time.

• Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money e.g. finding amounts or 
calculating change when shopping.

• Look for numbers on street signs, car registrations and anywhere else.

• Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home.

• Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes.

• Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card games, draughts or 
chess.



FURTHER HELP AND ADVICE

Please speak to your child’s class teacher if you have any questions about the tests, 

how to get your child ready or key dates.

You can also contact your child’s class teacher by emailing them at 

Year2@johnperry.bardaglea.org.uk

Thank you.


